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Abstract: This article discusses the emergence and evolution of the transformation from 

Almighty God to Multifunctional God. In the series based on rituals, the interests of two 

different classes constitute a hotbed for the transformation from monotheism to polytheism. 
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When discussing rituals and religions, or the complex "forms" where many of them are mixed 

together, the basic "world movement view" and "the law of contagion, the law of similarity" 

are the most basic elements to analyze and constitute all of them. The "atom". As a product 

under the guidance of human behavior and ideas, if the understanding of rituals, religions, etc. 

is limited to interpretation, this cannot prove the emergence and effectiveness of this "pre-

scientific era". It is even more difficult to understand the most basic motivation of the 

evolutionary history (including cultural evolution) of human beings over hundreds of 

thousands of years-that is, the subjective initiative of human beings. 

 

1. Basic operating concept 

The book Golden Bough gives such a description of the basic concept of power-the world is 

dominated by supernatural forces to a large extent. This supernatural power comes from the 

gods, and these gods are as easy as people because of people's Be moved by begging for 

mercy or expressing hope or fear, and making corresponding promises to change or influence 

the course of nature. These gods often turn into ordinary human beings, which leads to the 

emergence of the [Human God Concept]. On the other hand, the world is largely dominated 

by supernatural forces, that is to say, this supernatural power comes from human gods, who, 

like himself, act on impulse and personal will. In a world so imagined, the uncivilized people 

think that their power to influence the course of nature for their own benefit is unlimited. He 

thought that through prayers, promises, and threats, he could get a good climate and abundant 

food from the gods. The author's survey of the community in which he grew up can reflect the 

existence and deep-rooted concept of this concept, which pays attention to everything related 

to people. 

It may be difficult for modern people to understand why such obvious "non-scientific 

concepts" have such a large audience, but belief in witchcraft, rituals and even religion has 

survived through time and has undergone rebuttal and evolutionary adaptation. 

The first thing that needs to be clarified and explained here is the relationship between 

witchcraft, rituals, and religion. To some extent, witchcraft is the embryonic form of early 

religion. Because of the psychological trust and understanding of supernatural powers, in the 

absence of modern science and technology, the observations and discoveries of the world, 

people themselves, etc. are used to explain the time when "do not understand and eliminate 

fear". In this, human beings use their own superficial feelings to eliminate danger, and this is 
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the cause of everything. This is also the reason why we can understand or contrast in such a 

diverse human culture-Intyler's research thesis, that is, "the consistency of human 

psychology." With this layer of foreshadowing, we can talk about the second factor-the 

widespread existence of rituals. Whether it is witchcraft or religion, rituals are always visible 

throughout. The ritual is a set of fixed, designated operators, need to use the close relationship 

between the objects of the argument process. According to the definition of "Golden Branch": 

"Witchcraft is a system of distorted natural laws and a set of false guidelines for action. It is a 

pseudo-science and an ineffective technique." The practice of the ceremony Whether it is 

rigorous or not, whether the manipulator’s "spiritual medium" is strong or not, the level of 

comprehensiveness and quality of the items, and the devotion of believers will all affect the 

function of the ritual. Of course, this is directly linked to the purpose and function of the 

ritual. Therefore, the initiators and participants of the ritual will work hard to improve the 

level of the ritual's effectiveness, subject to self-discipline deception and the completion of 

the ritual process, including avoidance of accidents and spirituality. The media's choice, one 

of the proofs of the degree of accident avoidance is that they will expel children from the 

ceremonial venue in certain areas. Religion is the integrated product of witchcraft and rituals. 

It is the formation of a set of theoretical expressions, that is, the interpretation of the world, 

with the collection of gods, psychics, rituals, sacrifices, and system rules. It also provides a 

standard for the participation of believers for the prominent role. Of course, when it is 

connected with the governance of politics and governance, it has a powerful force, which we 

will discuss later. Witchcraft is based on false associations and positive observations, as well 

as accidental recovery or positive effects or the relief of danger. But when sacrifices and 

sacrifices intervene, it shows that religion has already occurred, because sacrifices require 

specific enjoyers, which represents the existence of the concept of gods. Just imagine how the 

element of ritual is produced in witchcraft. Returning to specific field events, we can imitate 

the thinking of our ancestors to construct events. For example, in the operation of the "sticky 

villain" that we are familiar with as a curse and revenge, let us not discuss how the selection 

and association of this kind of objects come about, and we will discuss the event itself. 

Through the "strike" of the villain, the corresponding person's object is indeed dead, as a real 

event. But when the second person, or the same person, did this operation again, this time it 

didn't work. So when the operator is not aware of the real reason, the operator is looking for 

the reason to correct the operation or to achieve the goal again, the point of thinking is the 

retelling and imitating the process of the last effective operation, and then expecting the same 

result as the last time. In fact, we can think that witchcraft is a close relative of science, or that 

witchcraft is the science of uncivilized people. Because the study of the early history of 

mankind has proved that the thoughts of ancient and modern humans are basically similar. As 

human beings, apart from the evolution of tools, the simple thoughts are the same. Because 

the fear of danger, the explanation of the phenomenon, and the pursuit of a better one have 

not changed. So an important feature of witchcraft is highlighted here, that is, the need and 

practice of imitation. After the process and the objects of this operation are programmed 

(worries about the effect of the ritual), the rules of the operation itself-the ritual are formed. If 

the so-called "sincerity is spirit" is a kind of deception to control the ritual, we can indeed see 

how important the accuracy and effect of the ritual itself are to the crowd. 

Religion consists of two major parts: theory and practice, that is, the belief in superhuman 

power, and various attempts to please them and calm their anger. Religion believes that the 
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inviter (the person to be pleased) is a conscious or personal actor. His behavior is to some 

extent uncertain and can be persuaded to change in the direction people want, as long as this 

persuasion is in harmony ( Cautiously) His interests, tastes and feelings. As a kind of 

invitation to superhuman power, he believes that the power to rule the world is conscious and 

personal. After the previous analysis, we know that rituals are the use of specific procedures 

and objects throughout witchcraft and religion, so what difference can we observe between 

witchcraft and religion? 

 

2. Mixed ceremonies 

(1) Interweaving 

Whether witchcraft exists in religion, this is the first issue to be clarified. We can make an 

analysis of several practices examined in the author's community. 

Case number one:The staff in this village for various superstitious matters are "Mr. Yin and 

Yang", that is, Mr. Feng Shui in normal times. This position includes almost all the handling 

and connection between gods and men in the village, supernatural powers, group sacrifices, 

individual superstitions, etc. The main specific subdivided uses are similar to those below, in 

the family, offering sacrifices to the kitchen god, door god, and land god, sweeping and 

cleaning the courtyard, and removing filth. As long as in these ceremonies, writing prayers or 

writing symbols similar to the situation description are indispensable. They are usually 

written on yellow paper. In the village’s heritage, yellow paper is called table paper, which 

symbolizes With horses, you can bring texts to the gods. Another thing that can prove the 

function of this paper is that when the dead coins are burned to the dead, they will be mixed 

with the top paper. Its symbolic transportation function is self-explanatory. Metaphor. This is 

just one example. There are too many objects used in the ceremony and the things it 

represents. However, under the changing environment of the times, a large number of used 

objects are not easy to find or even can't be found, and some changes have occurred. For 

example, in the ceremony of "returning the soil", a millpan pestle was originally used, and the 

millpan pestle was tied with a red string to a mast inserted in the courtyard for a certain 

function. But now that the millstones disappear, there are not many households with 

millstones. If someone needs to use it in this kind of ritual, they will chop off a wooden stick 

and go to someone who still has a millstone. Put the chopped wooden stick in the middle of 

the millstone and turn it a few times. This is already a mortar and pestle, and then used to 

remove the soil. Of course, it is obvious whether this is a mortar and pestle. When this ritual 

material first appeared, I am afraid that the time that the mortar and pestle has been used was 

required. A little failure may make the ritual fail to meet expectations. The cost of failing to 

achieve the expected results is suffering and disaster. Such a cost is beyond the reach of an 

ordinary family. People here are faced with the lack of a sense of security in danger and 

incompetence. The particularly good completion of the ceremony complements this sense of 

security. Today, people's resistance to nature, emergencies, birth, old age, sickness and death 

has greatly improved, and their dependence on the sense of security conferred by this ritual 

has also greatly decreased. The care for the completion of the ritual is no longer as cautious 

and deliberate as before. It is not so much ritual inheritance, it is more habitual inertia. 

 

Case number two: The use and frequency of the use of witchcraft therapy by the locals has 

become very rare. But there are still some. For example, abnormal crying when a child is sick 
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will be regarded as a kind of "respiratory" harassment. There is no special job requirement for 

the local healing witchcraft, and the right to use is almost scattered to the civilians. It has no 

specialization. The identity requires respect with the secular world. When this kind of 

harassment occurs, the person carrying out the expulsion hits the body of the harassed person 

with a broom, and still mutters words in his mouth, which is similar to cursing to make him 

leave. After being driven away, he rushed away and the person returned to normal. This kind 

of witchcraft treatment has been almost absent for many years, but there must still be people 

who can practice this set of standardized rituals, but it is disappearing, and it may really 

disappear in time. People's simplification of all superstitious rituals, of course, can't be left 

behind. It also follows the pace of development. Superstitions and beliefs have faded and 

even disappeared, related rituals have been simplified and careless, and people no longer pay 

attention to the completion of rituals, all of which are changes under this trend. 

In the operation practice of Case 1, we can see gods, spirit mediums, object mediums, spells, 

initiate practitioners, etc. It is difficult to define this as witchcraft or religion, because gods 

appear, rituals are carried out, and the law of sympathy based on false associations is laid in 

it. Wizards (ritual leaders) do not rely on the power of gods as we imagined. They often 

"stand on the head of the gods" and force them to achieve certain goals by relying on their 

gods. Let me clarify this layer of control-the control and transmission of divine power: 

 

"The universe is subject to the domination of the gods-the gods are subject to the control 

of the spells-the spells are subject to the control of the wizard." 

 

Mr. Yin and Yang is a wizard. There are charms in the items to be undertaken. The wizard 

controls them through rituals, and then conducts them layer by layer. Finally, through this 

compulsion, pressure is formed and the goal is achieved. But outside of this basic framework, 

we see the existence of specific gods (specifically in terms of name, job abilities, etc.), then 

this means the existence of religious factors. If we think this is a silhouette of the practice of 

witchcraft, we do see the existence of religion, not only because of the existence of the gods’ 

beliefs, but also the titles and names of the gods, which shows that at least there is a strict 

system in this community’s beliefs. This is the biggest feature that distinguishes religion from 

witchcraft. The gods in charge of the lives of different worlds are created and believed in and 

have a common divine power to form a specialized division of labor. This is a sign of several 

trends: 

First, the division of the gods means that the number of created gods has increased. Then, in 

the basic human mind, wouldn't it be better if there is only one "Almighty God", who can take 

care of everything and is extremely authoritative. And the ritual process and sacrifice can be 

single, which means smaller cost. No one likes the complicated process, different demands 

must be prayed to different gods, the types of sacrifices and "God taboos" are also different, 

complicated and more cautious. All this consumes the energy of the witchcraft crowd and 

means high expenditures. But the evolutionary path of rituals we have observed is indeed the 

case. Let me repeat this process again: 
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Almighty God (Supernatural Domination)-Poly God 

Single ritual and sacrifice-multiple 

 

Going back to the process of Newton's discovery of universal gravitation and adhering to the 

thinking that "the sky is the same as the earth", we know that gravity is everywhere. When 

this thinking is put into the investigation of witchcraft and religion, it is also common. Don't 

forget that this is the pre-scientific era. There is a common principle, that is, the existence of 

gods and the strict control of rituals under certain thinking. There are gods, and gods control 

events by virtue of the power that humans do not have. The gods act according to their will. 

The will is like a human being. The will can be influenced, and the influence can achieve the 

goal according to certain control (forcing and pleasing). 

Second, the division of labor by the gods indicates that the areas in charge are different, which 

in turn reflects the imperfect power of the gods. This naive thought actually comes from 

humans’ observations of themselves. For example, the differences between groups after the 

emergence of classes, as individuals’ strengths and weaknesses, people realize that the 

ineffectiveness of certain rituals may be similar to this distinction, because they are in the 

human world. There is no almighty person. The evolution of the supernatural system is 

always accompanied by the evolution of human beings, which is similar to the evolution of 

science and technology. This is whether it is a false supernatural belief or close to correct 

science and technology, people insist on the existence of rules and laws. The repeated 

operation of this rule will produce similar results and specific results. Although witchcraft and 

religion have mistaken the true connection, in terms of the simple psychological consistency 

of human beings, we can say that witchcraft and religion are the mothers of science. . 

 

(2) Basic operating concept 

Witchcraft and religion are connected with rituals. It is obvious that witchcraft has evolved 

into religion, but why? The complexity and cost of multiple gods do not conform to human 

intuitive guesses. Shouldn't an "Almighty God" be the most labor-saving and effective 

choice? And the fact happens precisely because this is not the most effective, or even the 

weakest. 

This analysis must be observed from the very beginning. First of all, the purpose of our 

practice is to achieve a certain purpose, including two major categories: obtaining and 

avoiding. Acquisition is represented by the prayer for well-being, and avoidance is 

represented by the exorcism of danger. These two categories include all the functions of 

human witchcraft and religion. First of all, witchcraft and religion are based on a set of wrong 

understandings of nature and human beings based on observation and association, and what 

runs through them is the need for explanation and change. So when we create another typical 

scene, based on the simplest thinking, when a ritual fails many times and there is no powerful 

means to supplement and replace it, it is necessary to examine the ritual itself. The evidence 

extracted from the author’s community is that when a ceremony is held within the promised 

and expected time and is not effective or even the "bad situation" turns worse, people will 

change to another Mr. Yin and Yang or similar psychics. Ceremony host (of course, people 

will consider the ability of the chosen "spirit medium" when they are selected in the early 

stage). For example, there are many embarrassing things that "cannot retreat" occur in the 

retreat ceremony, and the standard of judgment is the occurrence and disappearance of good 
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and bad. This is the representative of ritual review. Of course, what we have observed is the 

change and replacement of items, the choice of venue, the choice of time, and so on. This is 

all conceivable, but there is a question here. What does this have to do with the 

transformation of polytheism? Yes, the completion of a ritual involves many aspects, and 

people naturally believe that there are many factors that affect the effect of a ritual. 

Furthermore, among the deities, objects, psychics, and ritual processes that affect the ritual, 

the deities are also under scrutiny and need to be improved. So why does the improved 

method and presentation become polytheistic? 

From "one" to "many", you can hardly imagine that this is a road to centralization. 

First, the emergence of polytheism. When the effects of the ritual are repeatedly examined 

and there is no other supplement or replacement, after the crowd has "improved" except for 

items and tools, psychics, and processes, the gods also need to be transformed. And this is not 

done by ordinary people, it happens to be the host of these ceremonies. In the observation of 

the history of the pre-national era, and in the investigation of small local communities, we 

found that secular power, theocracy, throne, and priesthood are often combined in one person. 

There is a description in "Golden Branch": "In many cases, the king is not only regarded as a 

priest, that is, as a contact between people and gods, but is regarded as a god, he can bless his 

subjects and Worshipers, this kind of blessing is usually considered beyond the power of 

mortals, and can only be obtained by praying to superman or gods and offering sacrifices. 

Therefore, the kings are expected to give the country good weather, good luck and good 

luck." Then How did the king become a priest, or how did a priest become a king? 

Investigating this question can provide us with the reason and path for the creation of multiple 

gods. We cannot verify who was the first person to use witchcraft and how he discovered this 

practice that they believed to be effective, but assuming this is part of the evolutionary history 

of human existence, we cannot deny the existence of this fact. These psychics would seek 

reasonable explanations out of the need to protect their own privileges (benefits) when the 

ritual effects did not work. Of course, it is conceivable that he would basically not think that 

this was caused by his poor skill level. The first explanation is that the burden of the gods is 

too heavy, and again, as he observes his own life, he also discovers the differences between 

each person, as if no one is almighty. Along with this worry and derivation, the reason for 

fooling appeared-there were multiple gods, and the ritual was not accepted by the 

corresponding gods. On the eve of the emergence of tribal nations, we assume that each single 

tribe or tribe has a single totem god to worship. Then, when the union of tribal alliances 

appears, how do different totem gods integrate and prove the rationality of their existence? 

Division of duties is a reasonable and effective choice, that is, the embryonic form of the so-

called "division" system. Without the weakening of divine power and the collapse of beliefs 

in multiple gods, when people need more effective ritual explanations, the division of duties 

has strengthened people's determination to inherit and practice rituals. Returning to the 

explanations of the priests, we also understand why the original tribes were full of lies and 

morals, and smart people controlled this power. So that they became the first kings and gained 

the highest class. 

Second, the dictatorship of interpretation. There is no doubt that the priest group is the first 

class to appear. The class is the product of the poor grasp of knowledge and use of 

information. Its attribute is to protect the interests of its own class and maintain its long-term 

existence. The meaning of long-term existence lies in Continuous acquisition of benefits. In 
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tribes and communities around the world, we can see the "supply" of the people to the 

priesthood. The supply of goods of the people in the Jingpo’s mountain official system, the 

money invested in Mr. Yin and Yang in the community where the author lives, and so on, are 

all sources of income for this class. To a certain extent, they have privileges and occupations 

that are different from ordinary people. It is the fundamental driving force for the class to 

maintain its existence. So witchcraft and religion are a kind of exclusive ability, and the 

centralization of interpretation is the direction of their development. We have found this 

tendency in the analysis of various evidences. This part of the first elites wants to control a 

unique and inexplicable interpretation system, especially in the practice of this supernatural 

force. The multitude of gods, the complexity of rituals, the proofs in the transmission of 

power, the types of objects used and the expansion of their respective functions, the mystery 

of rituals, etc., are all pulling this interpretation system away from ordinary people and 

becoming a unique one. Patent of this group. The difficulty of obtaining the identity of this 

kind of psychic becomes a fence that guarantees the existence of its class. Together with the 

creation of the scriptures after the creation of the text, it is an exclusive performance. The 

representatives are the charms and scriptures for different rituals. Ordinary people have great 

difficulties in obtaining such classics, let alone learning and mastering them. Therefore, this 

dictatorship provides a path and reason to understand the change from monotheism to 

polytheism, and the dictatorship of interpretation has given birth to the creation of polytheism. 

 

3. In conclusion 

God’s creation and ritual attention are the focus of the research. "Golden Branch" is 

undoubtedly a great achievement. Under the guidance of this book, discussions on witchcraft, 

rituals, and religion can restore the part of human cultural evolution to a certain extent. . If 

you forget that people are the core of research and only focus on the description of the process 

of events driving events, then the depth of understanding will be lacking. The ritual runs 

through the practice of witchcraft and religion, and the complicated process is based on the 

interpretation of the "sympathetic law". The creation of gods is the result of the joint action of 

the ritual interpretation class for safeguarding their own interests and the common people 

class for achieving better ritual effects. 
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