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Abstract 

 

For foreign students studying Korean, it may be a burden to learn another language 

called 'Hanja' in addition to 'Hangul'. Since Korean Alphabet before the creation of Hangul, 

instead of it, Chinese characters were borrowed. So, there is the reason why the Chinese 

characters written in Korean have a considerable part in Korean language. Moreover, The 

higher the level, the more active the use of Chinese characters. Therefore, it can be said that 

the understanding of Chinese characters has a considerable influence on the improvement of 

Korean language. Therefore, in this paper, it is a part of the current research on the study of 

which time understanding the Chinese characters is good for improving the Korean language 

learning ability. 

During the curriculum assignment process of the Korean major of University of 

Jordan, the subject of 'Reading of Chinese characters' was assigned to the 3rd grade. For the 

second, third, and fourth grade students except the first grade, the subject is limited to one 

semester without continuity. In the beginning of teaching, we have known that students felt 

the burden of learning another different character called Chinese characters with difficulty of 

learning Korean. 

However, according to the results of three years of research, it became clear that 

interest in learning Chinese characters increased after realizing understanding that Chinese 

characters was very helpful for improving Korean language ability. In addition, students who 

have a willingness to learn Chinese and Japanese as a second foreign language have become 

more interested in learning Chinese characters after understanding their relationships and 

connections to other languages. As a result, the number of students who have made their own 

choices since the first semester of the second grade increased significantly, indicating that 

they created a very desirable learning environment.   
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Introduction 

So far, there has been controversy about the education of Chinese characters in the 

education for students in Korea. Because of our ancestors borrowed and used Chinese 

characters before the creation of Hangul. Since then, the use of Hanja has continued in the 

upper class, and Hangul has been confined to the language of the ordinary people or women. 

However, as the use of Hangul gradually expanded, today, Hangul is completely used. 

Historically, Chinese characters were widely used, and Korean and Chinese characters are 

also used in registering names. And So many words are made up of Chinese characters using 

Hangul, Chinese Character education cannot exclude. The Chinese characters are deeply 

rooted in Korean words. Therefore, it is significant to for foreigners to learn Chinese 
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characters in order to be qualified to master Korean language.    In this paper, I study 

Jordanian students who study Korean who are unfamiliar with Chinese characters cultural 

sphere.1    

 Especially, understanding of Chinese character itself is important for learners from non–

Chinese character cultural sphere in Chinese character education. That is, it should be briefly 

explained about the principle of making word, the origin of Chinese characters, the order of 

strokes, the radical number of Chinese characters, and how to find the Chinese character 

dictionary. This is because understanding of ‘Chinese character’ through it is helpful for 

learning Chinese characters. In fact, this is an old method for Koreans, and it can be said that 

it is necessary for Korean language education because it can also be understood about 

'Chinese characters cultural spheres' for learners from non-Chinese character cultural spheres 

who are new to it.2        

However, in the case of the University of Jordan, students are only able to study for one 

semester, so it is difficult for them to progress because of the time constraints to meet such 

basic education. 

Then, it must be considered to help for effective learning for foreigners to study Korean. 

Therefore, it has offered Chinese character subject in Korean Major Curriculum for 

foreigners. However, there is a difference in visibility when it is appropriate to learn about 

this Chinese character. Among the foreigners learning Korean, the Chinese and Japanese from 

the Chinese characters cultural sphere and the foreign learners from non-Chinese characters 

cultural sphere are very different. 

Therefore, since 2008, this study aims to examine the perception of Chinese characters in 

Korean language major students of the University of Jordan from the non-Chinese character 

cultural sphere, and to describe the importance of learning about the comprehension of 

Chinese character reading.  

 

Learning to Read Chinese Characters in Learning Korean  

It is generally well known that Chinese learners and Japanese learners from Chinese 

character cultural sphere in learning Korean understand easier, and their levels are more 

excellent, especially in terms of high-level word acquisition than learners from non-Chinese 

character cultural spheres.     

The 'Reading of Chinese characters’ curriculum, which is for students of Korean language 

major in the University of Jordan, from non-Chinese character cultural sphere, is a major 

elective course for 3rd Grade students. Therefore, students who do not complete the course in 

the third grade may study in the fourth grade. And because it is an elective major, even some 

                                                 
1 In accordance with the use of Chinese Character, it is decided to use “Non-Chinese Characters cultural sphere’ 

as the opposite of ‘Chinese characters cultural sphere’. In the end, it refers to territory of the language that 

belongs to a culture that does not use Chinese characters.  

2 Lee, Young Hee (2007), A Survey of the State and Direction of Chinese Character 

Education for Korean Language Learners, p.280 
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students have graduated without understanding Chinese characters. In the case of these 

students, I think as an educator, I cannot but feel deeply the responsibility as to how much 

they understood the Korean language and how well education about Korean has been 

achieved for them. 

 It is natural to take a lot of time and effort to learn Korean without understanding the first 

sound law of Chinese characters, which are basic language knowledge to understand Korean. 

We could not help but worry about the difficulty of continuing to learn because of the lack of 

basic knowledge as if building a house on the sand. 

 

The trends over the last three years have been studied with recognizing the importance of 

learning Chinese characters in Korean language teaching. 

First, the changes in the distribution of learners according to grade level were examined. 

Second, the changes in perception of the effects of Chinese character learning on Korean 

language ability were examined. 

Third,  the changes in preference for reading Chinese characters were examined. 

 

1) Changes in the distribution of learners by grade level 

First, the change patterns of students attending to the Chinese character reading course 

over the past three years are shown in the following Chart. 

 

  

                                                                      [Chart 1] 
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Percentage of the situation by year shown in [Chart 1] above is as follows. 

 

 2nd Grade 3rd Grade 4th Grade 

2017 

Year 
2.7% 37.8% 60% 

2018 

Year 
5.7% 17% 77% 

2019 

Year 
92% 8% 0% 

 

                                                                   [Chart 1-1] 

 

The situation so far has been that students choose to take one of the elective courses in the 

third and fourth grade, as shown in the curriculum.    

The students’ learning attitude was only recognized as difficult subject for Chinese 

characters, and they were barely learning with one subject that they had to learn because they 

did not know the importance. 

  Despite of giving them advice on the importance of Chinese characters, but they rarely 

changed. One of the reasons seemed to be that they refused to undertake more complicated 

learning due to the burden of studying difficult foreign languages. Another reason is that 

some of the students hesitated to listen to the conflicting advice, saying that it was difficult to 

learn Chinese characters early when seeking advice from other educators. 

  Then in 2017, some students in second-grade began to interest in Chinese character and 

then other students participated in learning of Chinese characters. 

   Thus, in 2018, as shown in [Chart 1] and [Chart 1-1], it is a small number but slightly 

more increased than in 2017. Still, students were not able to escape the perception that it was 

difficult, and some of the students who were studying hard were being challenged with lack 

of courage. Among them, there were two students who took Japanese as a second language. 

The students found that learning Chinese characters was a great help in learning Japanese. In 

the meantime, students who are motivated to learn Japanese or Chinese have begun to inquire. 

Thus, the story of the experience spread from mouth to mouth and there was a flood of 

requests for students to continue their curriculum. During one semester the understanding of 

Chinese characters was very helpful for Korean language learning. Moreover, the experience 

of the younger students who got confident was passed on to other classmates with. Students 

were encouraged to have confidence while learning. However, they were able to find students 

who hesitated to recognize that Chinese characters were still difficult. 

In addition, some of them decided to learn it for learning Chinese language or learning 

Japanese as a second language through taking this reading Chinese characters course. 

The interest began to grow as they talked about how or why students felt that they 

practically benefited from their studies. Many students came to know how and why they 

needed it. In the meantime, the students began to ask for the opening of a continuous course 

every semester. 

As a result, as shown in [Chart 1] and [Chart 1-1] in 2019, the number of students 

attending the 3rd and 4th years is only a small number. Suddenly, the number of students 
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remarkably changed in second grade students. It is believed that it is important to pay 

attention to how changes will be in the next semester. 

1) Influence of learning Chinese characters on improving Korean language ability 

Understanding of Asian languages is still lacking in Jordan compared to European 

languages. Therefore, it is true that ‘Chinese characters’ are generally understood only in 

Chinese Alphabets without awareness of importance to  Korean language learning. It was not 

easy to understand this fact. 

Because of the learner's point of view, some students thought that only the number of 

Hangul characters was easy to learn and made choices easily. Therefore, there was a feeling 

of having a burden of learning to understand characters of different feature. 

Therefore, I think that it is necessary to explain for understanding and time for practical 

experience. In addition, Importance of Chinese characters in Korean to students through 

illustrations and inspiration of them to learn are needed constantly.  

   As a result, the results of examination on the effect of learning 'reading Chinese 

characters' on the improvement of Korean language ability are shown as follows.     

 

 
[Chart  2] 

The following Chart  shows the situation by year as shown in [Chart  2] above. 

 

 Very likely Just so 
Not like 

that 

2017 

Year 
51.4% 35.1% 13.5% 

2018 

Year 
57% 37% 5.7% 

2019 

Year 
91.6% 8.3% 0% 

 

                                                                   [Chart 2-1] 
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As you can see in [Chart 2] and [Chart 2-1] above], many changes over the past three years 

were shown. The change is thought to be the result of students' needs. As results of this 

understanding and judging Learning Chinese character could be a great help in improving 

Korean advanced level skills or in Chinese or Japanese in a second language. 

 

1) Preference for learning Chinese characters 
The following is a survey of how students' awareness and interest in learning Chinese 

characters changed. 

 

 
                                                                        [Chart 3] 

    

The following table shows the situation by year in [Chart 3] above. 

 Very likely Just so 
Not like 

that 

2017 

Year 
54% 29.7% 16.21% 

2018 

Year 
54.2% 40% 5.7% 

2019 

Year 
76% 16% 8% 

 

                                                                   [Chart 3-1]  

  

     As shown in the above chart [Chart 3] and [Chart 3-1], we have found that students 

become more interested  in foreign language learning.    
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Conclusion 
In the above study, why the learning of Chinese characters in Korean language learning is 

necessary  is examined for students studying Korean at  the University of Jordan. 

Firstly, the acceptance and recognition of Jordanian students using Arabic as their native 

speaker in the non-Chinese characters cultural sphere, in learning Korean were studied. 

Secondly, reading of Chinese characters is very helpful for students to improve their 

Korean language ability. Furthermore, discovering their active learning attitudes by knowing 

that learning to read Chinese character is beneficial to learning Chinese and Japanese.  

Thus, the lesson of one semester for its learning is not enough. For those students who 

want to continue learning, it was made for a 'Hanja (Chinese Characters) Club' supporting to 

continue learning once a week. 

In the future, it will be looking to see what these changes will lead to, and hope that this 

study will be a good opportunity and motivation for students' second language acquisition.  
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