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Abstract 

The Jordanian lawmaker considers the promises of rewards as a unilateral will and a 

source of obligations in specific cases stipulated by the law. The unilateral will in the 

Jordanian civil law cannot establish an obligation except where it is authorized under special 

provisions and it does not bind its owner except in special cases.  The contract is considered 

the main source of the obligation while the unilateral will is an exceptional or secondary 

source of obligation, as stipulated in the law, a unilateral will creates an obligation under 

specific provisions therein. 

 

Introduction 

The promise of a reward  is considered one of the forms of obligation arising from the 

will issued by a unilateral party towards others. Therefore, many Arab and foreign laws have 

addressed it, For example, the German lawmaker in civil law, Article (657) stipulates that 

“Anyone offering by means of public announcement a reward for undertaking an act, 

including without limitation for producing an outcome, is obliged to pay the reward to the 

person who has undertaken the act, even if that person did not act with a view to the promise 

of a reward.” Likewise, the Italian lawmaker in the Civil Code of 1989 stipulates that 

"whoever promises to the public a reward that he gives to whoever is in a certain position or 

does a specific act, he shall abide by that promise whenever it is made public." Most of the 

definitions of legal jurists have deemed the promise of a reward  a declaration made by a 

person who promises something, which includes in its content an obligation to grant a specific 

prize to whoever performs the work that the donor requires of him (1) Therefore, the promise 

of a reward is an act legally binding to one party, it is binding under specific conditions, which 

will be explained later in this chapter (2). 

 

Promise of a reward is manifested in several forms, such as a person promises another a 

prize for an invention, makes something, or finds something lost. It takes two forms, a 

donation if the promisee does not gain any benefits from the work, or compensation, which is 

                                                 
1 Abu State, Ahmed Heshmat, 1954, The Theory of Commitment in the New Civil Law, Second Edition, Egypt 

Press, Cairo, p. 54. 

2 Kuzbari, Mamoun, 1982, The Theory of Obligations in the Light of the Law of Obligations and Contracts, Part 

One, Second Edition, 1982, p. 21. 
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the opposite of the previous case that is the promisee is benefitted from the required act by 

gaining a return, for example, if someone finds something the promisor wants (3).  

 

Article (254) of the Jordanian Civil Code defines the promise as “something imposed 

by a person on himself  in favor of another relating to the future, otherwise than by way of an 

obligation concerning property, and it may be for a contract, or to do an act.” (4) This article 

considered the promise of a reward as an obligation a person imposed on himself, whereby he 

obliges to offer a specific thing for another person in return for a fully performed task 

determined by the promisor. 

Based on this definition, the researcher believes that one should not confuse between a 

one-sided binding contract and the unilateral act that is made by the person, which is 

performed unilaterally. Although it is a contract binding on one side, it is a contract in the full 

and correct sense since it can only be established by expressing mutual consent with a legal 

effect, and the promisor is legally obligated to bear its legal effect because he expressed his 

unilateral will which is considered a legal obligation. 

A unilateral will is a legal act on one side, and it can have multiple legal effects, such 

as establishing legal persons, endowment, or private institutions. It can also establish a right in 

kind, as in relinquishing, an easement or mortgage, and it can correct a contract that is subject 

to revocation, as in the permissibility, and to make the contract apply to the right of others, as 

in the declaration, and it leads to the cancellation of a certain contract, as in the agency and 

loan, deposit, company, rent, work and so on(5). 

The study problem 

The problem of the study lies in the following questions: Is the promise of a reward 

considered a contract? Or the act of unilateral will? If it is a contract, what is its type as 

specified in the law? If it is a unilateral will, then when does the promise of a reward arise to 

the public? What is the legal nature that governs it? Is the promise of a reward binding or not? 

This is about the problem of research in the Jordanian civil law. 

Research Methodology  :  
The researcher adopted the comparative approach in addition to the descriptive and 

analytical approach to study this issue in civil law and Islamic jurisprudential legislation, with 

a comparison between positive law and Islamic legislation to highlight aspects of agreement 

and disagreement on the subject of the promise of the reward. The research methodology is 

based on the inclusion of legal texts if they exist, and analyze them, as well as Judicial 

rulings, if any, with mentioning the opinions of legal jurists and the opinions of Islamic jurists 

on this subject. 

Search Plan 

This research we will discuss the promise of a reward in Islamic jurisprudence in the 

first topic that is divided into two sections, the first is devoted to the concept of the promise of 

                                                 
3 Mark, Solomon, 1987, Al-Wafi Fi Explaining Civil Law, Volume 1, Edition 2, p. 73. 

4 Jordanian Civil Code, no (43) of 1976. 

5  Nuri Khater, 2019, Explanation of Civil Law (Sources of Personal Rights, Obligations) - A Comparative Study, 

Dar Al Thaqafa for Publishing, Amman, p. 36. 
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a reward and the second to its elements, while the second topic addressing the promise of a 

reward in Jordanian law in two sections: the first is the concept of the promise of a reward and 

the second is for its provisions. The conclusion includes the main findings and 

recommendations. 

 

Topic One 

What is the promise of a reward or ‘Al Ji’ala in Islamic jurisprudence? 

 

A person may lose his money, luggage, a vehicle, or anything, and he is unable to find 

it or search for it, so the lawmaker authorized the promisor to make part of the lost money or a 

percentage of its value as a reward for those who find it, or fulfill his requests. 

 

 

Section One 

The concept of the promise of reward (Ji ‘ala) 

 

This topic requires an examination of the definition of the concept of the promise of a 

reward (Ji ‘ala) and the evidence of its legality under the provisions of Islamic jurisprudence. 

First: The definition of the promise of a reward (Ji ‘ala): 

 Ji ‘ala “The promise of a reward” linguistically means asking someone to do 

something. It is also means offering, or what a person gives to another for an act or 

performance that he did for the promisor  (6). 

Al Ji ‘ala in terminology indicates to allocate an amount of money to a person as a 

return for performing a permissible work for the promisor. 

 

It is also an obligation to specific compensation for a work specified by its owner, or is 

difficult to be performed by its owner, such as someone says: Whoever returns my lost thing, 

will receive an amount of money. It is a one-sided obligation established towards another 

party, and it is considered a legal contract (7). Ji ‘ala " promise of reward' in the Arabic 

language dictionary is derived from the word " Ji'al'  meaning " reward" (8), it also indicates an 

obligation to pay after the occurrence of a specified act, without stipulating a specific period, 

and it is a lawful contract such as offering a reward to someone who returns lost goods or 

undertakes any work required by a specific person in exchange for a prize given to him after 

finishing the required  work to the fullest. 

 

                                                 
6 Al-Muheet  Dictionary and Al Musbah al mouneer, vol.1, p. 137 / Lisan Al-Arab, p. 117 / Mukhtar As-Sahha, p. 

105 

7Al-Sanhouri, Abd Al-Razzaq, 1998, The Mediator in Explaining the New Civil Law, The Theory of Commitment in 

General, Sources of Commitment, Volume One, Cairo, p. 49.  

8 Bidayat al-Mujtahid, p. 232 / Mughni al-Muhtaj, p. 429 / Ghayat al-Muntaha, p. 284. 
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It is noteworthy that, the majority of Maliki, Shafi’i, and Hanbali jurists permitted it (9) 

based on the story of Joseph, peace be upon him, with his brothers: “They said, "We are 

missing the measure of the king. And for he who produces it is [the reward of] a camel's load, 

and I am responsible for it." (10) and is supported by the saying of the Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) 

said: "Whoever kills someone in battle, having proof for that, then his goods are his." (11) 

However, the Hanafi doctrine does not permit the promise of reward (12), because of the 

deception and risk involved, that is, ignorance of the future and the possibility for the obligor 

and for the one in charge of the work, who will perform the work in return for obtaining the 

award and does not know what effort he needs to accomplish this work. 

 

Second: Evidence for the legality of the promise of a reward: 

A promise of a reward is considered permissible in Islamic law according to some 

evidence in the Holy Quran and the Sunnah. 

As mentioned  in the Holy Quran: “They said, "We are missing the measure of the 

king. And for he who produces it is [the reward of] a camel's load, and I am responsible for 

it.” The verse indicated that the obligation here rests on the shoulder of the promisor who 

made the promise of the reward by which he committed himself to grant a load of food for the 

person who brought the lost measure (13). 

 

Another example is evident in al-Sunnah as Abu Sa`id al-Khudri reported that Some of the 

companions of the Prophet came across a tribe amongst the tribes of the Arabs, and that tribe 

did not entertain them. While they were in that state, the chief of that tribe was bitten by a 

snake (or stung by a scorpion). They said, (to the companions of the Prophet ), "Have you got 

any medicine with you or anybody who can treat with Ruqya?" The Prophet's companions 

said, "You refuse to entertain us, so we will not treat (your chief) unless you pay us for it." 

So, they agreed to pay them a flock of sheep. One of them (the Prophet's companions) started 

reciting Surat-al-Fatiha and gathering his saliva and spitting it (at the snake- bite). The patient 

got cured and his people presented the sheep to them, but they said, "We will not take it 

unless we ask the Prophet (whether it is lawful)." When they asked him, he smiled and said, 

"How do you know that Surat-al-Fatiha is a Ruqya? Take it (flock of sheep) and assign a 

                                                 
9  Al-Badrawi, Abdel Moneim, 1975, The General Theory of Obligations in Egyptian Law, Part One, Sources of 

Commitment, Cairo 1975, p. 41. 

10  The Holy Quran, Surat Yusuf, Verse No. 72 

11 His goods are his means what is with the deceased of goods, money, weapons, or horses. And the hadeeth 

was narrated by Ahmad and Abu Dawood on the authority of Anas. See (Al-Shawkani, Muhammad bin Ali, 2004, 

Neel Al-Awtar, Part 5, Dar Ibn Al-Haytham, Cairo, p. 262. 

12 Al-Ali, Saleh Hamid, 2008, Islamic Financial Institutions, First Edition, Dar An-Nawader, Damascus, p. 227. 

13 The Holy Quran, Surat Yusuf, Verse 72 
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share for me(14) .” In this hadith: reward is permissible for what the patient benefits from in 

terms of medicine or ruqyah, and all other work is likewise. 

Generally speaking, the need calls for the reward, in the case of returning something 

lost or undertaking something that the owner is unable to do, it is permissible to pay for it in 

the Islamic Sharia and it is considered legitimate, such as leasing and speculation. Where the 

ignorance of the nature of the work and the period required for performing the work is not a 

condition to consider it legal unlike the lease " ejara" which determining the period required for 

achieving the task and the nature of the task are conditions for considering a contract legal. 

 

Al ji’ala “promise of reward” by agreement is a permissible contract, unlike a lease, it 

cannot be annulled. Where in Al-Maliki doctrine it is permissible for both the donor and the 

promisee to revoke “ Ji’ala”  prior commencing the work, and the promisor is obligated to 

reward the worker “Jia’al”  even before he commences the task, while the worker does not bear 

any obligation whether prior or after the work. 

 

Shafi'is and Hanbalis deemed this contract nonbinding, and thus they allowed the donor 

to pay a larger or smaller ‘ ju’l’ reward than specified in the unilateral promise, and they 

permitted the cancellation of the reward at any time the donor and the promisee wanted, even 

after starting the work, like all other permissible contracts such as partnership and agency 

contracts, because the worker before starting work did not do anything or accomplish any 

action, and after starting the work no purpose was achieved for the promisor  “Al-Ja`el”, but if 

the promisor  “Al-Ja`el” terminates the reward after the commencement of the work, he must 

pay a fee equal to effort according to Shafi`i jurisprudence (15). 

 

Section Two 

 

The elements of the promise to reward (Ji’ala) and its conditions 

 

This section addresses the elements of the promise to reward “j’ala” and the conditions 

required to consider it binding. 

 

First: The elements of promise to reward “Ji’ala”(16). 

A) Special elements: 

1. The wording of the  reward "J'ala”: 

It is every term indicating permission to work with a known compensation, whether this 

permission is general for everyone whoever hears it or knows about it, such as for donor "al-

Ja`el" to say: Whoever returns my vehicle, will be given something specific, and the 

                                                 
14 Al-Bukhari, Muhammad bin Ismail, Sahih Al-Bukhari, p. 3623. 

15 Al-Tuwaijri, Muhammad bin Ibrahim bin Abdullah, Compendium of Islamic Jurisprudence in the Qur’an and 

Sunnah Edition 11, House Issues Society, p. 544. 

16 Al-Zuhaili, Wahba, 2010, Facilitated Maliki Jurisprudence, Part One, Dar Al-Kallam al-Tayeb, Damascus, p. 519. 
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permission can be specific to a specific person, such as the saying of al-Ja`el, if you return my 

vehicle, you will have such an amount of money. 

 

2 - The parties to the ji’ala contract: 

The parties to ji’ala contract are the two sides of the obligation in the reward “ji’ala”, 

the party who is binding to “ju’al” reward, and  the worker who deserves the “ju’al” reward. 

The promisor  of the reward shall have the willing, capacity and can be hold liable for his 

actions. While the worker must have the physical, psychological and age ability to perform the  

requested work. The worker can be one person or more. If they are more that one in this case 

they share the same reward, regardless of the difference in the nature of the work or the effort. 

 

3. The cases of “ji’ala” promise to reward 

The reward is permissible in every clear and known work that is acceptable with the 

corresponding wage, and it is also valid in the unknown work. The requested work should 

include hardship and cost since what is costless is not compensated, and should not be limited 

to a specific period, as the estimation of the period breaches the intention of the contract, as the 

worker may not find what he contracted for within the specified period specified, thus, in this 

case, it will lead to breaching the contract between them. 

 

The subject matter as an element in the promise of reward is considered a cornerstone 

of the promise to reward, which is manifested through the promised work, as it requires others 

to perform a specific action, and it must fulfill the conditions of the cause, on top of which is 

legitimacy, so that it does not violate the public order or the decent morals. Among the 

examples of work that may constitute the subject of the promise is if someone finds something 

for the promisor or to find a cure for a specific disease. 

 

4. The reward (ju’al): 

It is the thing that the worker deserves as a reward after completing the required work 

and it must be known for him because any ignorance about it invalidates the reward contract, 

and it must be permissible and can be benefited from according to Islamic law. Accordingly, it 

should be neither wine nor pork. Another condition is that it can tangibly be delivered, Thus, if 

the “ju’al’ reward is undetermined and the promisor is unable to deliver it when the worker 

finishes his work, such as if the promisor says: Whoever returns my vehicle, he will be given 

an amount of money, so the amount of money here is unknown, and likewise, if the deserved 

reward allocated for something forbidden in Islam like wine, the promise of reward, in this 

case, is void. Upon its termination, the worker is entitled to the same wage, which is counted 

for the time in which all the work took place, not the time in which the surrender took place. 

And some lawmakers considered that doing this work by others should be associated with a 

prize. Concerning this point, we point out that the Moroccan lawmaker considered the third 

party who comes with a certain thing or does an action, and he is ignorant that there is a 

promise of a reward for this work or thing that he did, though, he deserves the reward (17).  

 

                                                 
17 Al-Sharqawi, Abd al-Rahman, 2014, Civil Law, A Modern Study of the General Theory of Compliance, Second 

Edition, p. 330 
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The reward is the main element of the promise of the reward, considering that the 

promised person has achieved the work that is the subject of this promise. This reward must 

fulfill the conditions set by the Moroccan lawmaker from Article (57) to (61) of the 

Obligations and Contracts Law related to being in a place or viable, to be possible, specific, or 

assignable. Most of the comparative legislation,  which approved the promise of the award as a 

legal institution that results from a unilateral will,  did not specify any specific conditions in 

determining the nature of the reward, so that it can be of financial value, such as money or a 

car, or moral and ethical value, such as a medal, a certificate (18). 

 

5. Reason 

The reason means the purpose that the contractor aims to reach through his contractual 

commitment. The reason for the promise of the award is manifested through the motive that it 

seeks to achieve from both parties. As for the promisor, the purpose is embodied in the 

performance that the promisee does, the latter whose main and dominant motive is to obtain 

the reward. It is stipulated that the motive to abide by the promise of the reward shall be 

legitimate, so it is not conceivable that the reason for the promise of the reward is obtaining a 

bottle of wine or killing a person or other unlawful acts contrary to public order and good 

morals. 

 

Topic Two 

The promise of reward in Jordanian Law 

 

The promise of a reward is considered a legal act, and it is either a form of 

compensation; As giving a prize to anyone who finds a lost item, or it is a donation; As a prize 

granted for those who achieve the highest agricultural product of a particular season(19). 

Regarding Arab legislation, we find that the Algerian lawmaker stipulated in the civil law that 

“whoever promises the public a prize to give for a specific work is obligated to award it to 

whoever does the work, even if he does not know about the promise of the prize” (20). 

 

The Jordanian civil law, in turn, has stipulated that it is considered a form of expression 

of a unilateral will (21). In Article 163 of the Syrian Civil Code, it was stated that the promise of 

a reward is the allocation of a wage to a person, which is to be paid only when the work 

required has been completed. And it may be revoked if the promisor has not specified a time to 

do the work. 

 

                                                 
18 Al-Sharqawi Abdul Rahman, op,cit, p. 337. 

19 Al-Sharqawi Abdul Rahman, op,cit, p. 337. 

20 Derbal, Abdel-Razzaq, 2004, Al-Wajeez in the General Theory of Commitment, Dar Al-Uloom for Publishing 

and Distribution, Algeria, p. 73. 

21 Amjad Muhammad Mansour, 2019, The General Theory of Commitments (Sources of Commitment) - A 

Comparative Study, Dar Al Thaqafa for Publishing, Amman, Jordan, p. 141. 
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Where the Moroccan lawmaker addressed this legal system through the obligations and 

contracts, through which he devoted five chapters from Chapter 14 to Chapter 18, by 

examining the devoted article, we find it stipulating that “it is just a promise that is not 

binding." Which indicates that an unliteral will, if it is devoid of legislative regulation, does not 

have any effect upon the law, and therefore the unilateral act in terms of its source is closer to 

the law that constitutes its direct source (22), so what is meant then by the promise of a reward 

publicized to the public? What are its elements? And to what extent does it produce legal 

effects on both parties? 

 

Accordingly, this topic will be discussed in two sections, the first section addresses the 

concept of the promise of a reward. Section Two deals with the provisions of the promise of 

reward. 

 

Section One 

The concept of the promise of reward 

 

The section discusses the concept of the promise of a reward in terms of its definition 

and legal nature, and then its conditions. 

 

The promise of a reward is a legal act, and it is established either by compensation, as a 

prize given to those who find something lost, or as a donation like giving a prize for those who 

achieve the highest agricultural production in the wheat harvest season. 

 

The promise of a reward is a legal act of unilateral will, which is the will of the 

promise, and if a reward is announced to the public it is binding upon the promisor even if the 

promisee performs the requested action does not know of the offer. And if the promisor did not 

specify. If the promising person does not specify a time limit for the completion of the work; 

He may revoke his promise provided that this does not affect the right of the person who 

completed the work before revoking the promise)23( . 

Defining the promise of a reward according to Sharia (ji’ala) 

The majority of Maliki, Shafi’i, and Hanbali jurists defined the Ji'ala by several 

definitions, including the following: (24) 

1)  Malikis defined it as (a person grants another man a specific wage, that he 

shall not breach, provided that he works for him for a specific or unknown time, 

including a benefit to the one who makes it). 

2) The Shafi’i defined it as an obligation of a specific compensation to a certain 

known or unknown act, that is difficult to be specified or to be controlled. 

                                                 
22 Halalsh, Abdulrahman, 2004, Al-Wajeez in Explaining the Jordanian Civil Law, Wael Publishing House, Amman, 

p.176. 

23 Halalsh, op,cit,p 185 

24 Al-Sanhouri, Abdul Razzaq, 1998, The Mediator in the New Civil Law, Part 2, 3rd Edition, Halabi Publications, 

Lebanon, p. 1522 
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3) Hanbalis defined it as a specific amount of money granted to the promisee who 

does a legitimate work for the promisor even if it is unknown.  

4) Some contemporary jurists defined it by saying that a person is a bind to pay or 

reward the other party in return for doing an action without specifying a time for achieving the 

action. 

 

The promise of the reward is defined in the civil law, in Article 162/2 of the Jordanian 

Civil Law which stipulates that: (Whoever promises to the public a promise to give a reward 

for a specific work, he is bind to give the reward to whoever does this work even if promisee 

does it without considering the promise of a reward or without knowledge of it).  Where Abd 

al-Wadud Yahya defined it as a legal act with a unilateral will that is a person, who by public 

notice announces a reward for the performance of an act (25). 

  

From the abovementioned, we conclude that the promise of a reward is a common 

matter between Sharia and the law, which can be defined as (a legal system announce to the 

public or a certain group the will of a person who took the pledge on himself by granting a 

known prize to whoever does a specific action), but the positive law requires that the promise 

shall be announced to the public and not to a specific person, contrary to Islamic jurisprudence, 

which does not stipulate that but it permits announcing the promise to either a specific person 

or several persons. 

 

First: The legal nature of the promise of reward 

Two emerging theories have debated the nature of the promise of a reward, the first 

group proposing to legalize the promise of the reward, and the other seeing that the promise of 

a reward as unilaterally acts. 

 

a) The first group: comprise of these contractual theories (26): 

 

 Contract theory with a specific person: a promise is a contract with a person that 

should be specified, But this theory was soon abandoned because the idea of the 

contract does not agree with the fact that one of the parties has not been assigned. 

 The conditional contract theory of the endowment condition: Where the proponents of 

contractual theories sought to implement their point of view, they said: The promise of 

a reward is a contract in which the merit of the award is conditional on a suspended 

condition. It is to do a certain job 

In debating this theory we can say that performing a specific action is the reason for the 

obligation of the promising person, as it is known that the reason is a fundamental 

element of obligation and that the incident that attains the status of the condition must 

be an accidental occurrence outside the formation of the obligation. Meaning that the 

                                                 
25 Shaheen, Ismail Abd Al-Nabi, 1997, Al-Ja'ala between Islamic jurisprudence and civil law - a comparative 

study, MA thesis, Al-Azhar University, p. 119. 

26 Amjad Muhammad Mansour, 2019, previous reference, pg. 162. 
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reason for an obligation is not acceptable to be as a condition, because the condition is a 

contingent element, where the reason is a basic element. 

b) The second group: see that the promise of a reward acted unilaterally. Thus, many 

jurists have argued that the promise of a reward is not based on a contractual basis, but 

rather based on the obligation by a unilateral will towards an unspecified creditor. It is 

known that the legal bond is established between two parties, a positive party, which is 

the creditor ( obligor), and a negative party, which is the debtor (obligee), so how can it 

be said that there is a legal bond? As there is no positive party to this bond. 

 

In other words, the promise of a reward is not based on the agreement between the 

offeror (the creditor) and the offeree (the debtor) but rather based on the obligation imposed on 

the offeror with his unilateral will towards an unspecified person (the debtor) at the time the 

promise is issued. Thus, this obligation is gradually formed, and it is considered a deficient 

obligation because the debtor is unassigned beforehand, as the creditor has the intention to be 

indebted, but the second element to have the responsibility to pay the debt to a specific person 

(the debtor) is not found. Therefore, there is no binding legal bond even though the debtor is 

known. Hence a legal bond is formed when the two elements are established, accordingly, a 

promisor can not breach his promise (27) 

 

Second: Conditions for the promise of a reward:  

1. The promise is announced to the public: 

That is, the will of the promising person is announced to unspecified persons, 

because if it is directed at a specific person or persons, it is not a promise in the legal 

concept intended in this regard, but rather becomes an offer that must be accompanied by 

acceptance, and in this case, it is not considered a unilateral promise rather a contract. 

2. The promise involves giving a specific reward: 

Whether that is for the award to be material, such as a sum of cash, or something 

else that has a financial value, such as shares, a car, or trip expenses, or it has a moral or 

literary value as a medal. The promising person is obligated to give the prize and then it 

should be like any subject of obligation, it should be assigned. 

3.The will shall be publicly announced: 

And that is through one of the knowledgeable publishing methods, such as advertising 

in newspapers, distributing flyers, or calling on the streets. What is important is that the will is 

openly announced to the public and that the publicity is sufficient so that a large number of 

people can become aware of this will. And what is meant by the audience is that undefined 

number of people, whom the promising person does not know, even if he knows them by their 

characteristics(28). 

 

4. The existence of a serious and determined will to binding to the promise: 

                                                 
27 Amjad Muhammad Mansour, 2019, op,cit, p. 179. 

28 Taqiya, Muhammad, 1995, The Single Will as a Source of Commitment in Law and Islamic Law, Dar Al-Ummah 

for Printing and Publishing, Algeria, p. 158. 
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Because in some cases, the issue of a negative promise arises, which is a promise made 

by a person to give a prize to someone who does a specific action and hopes that the work for 

which he can deserve the prize will not be fulfilled. Most of what happens to this type of 

promise in cases of advertisement for goods, such as if a person promises to give a prize to 

whoever proves the existence of a defect in a certain commodity, or if a person promises to 

give a certain amount to someone who proves the ineffectiveness of a particular drug (29). 

 

To establish the promise of a reward, the promising person must issue a serious and 

irrevocable will, which indicates commitment, and not just a call to negotiation, because the 

source of obligation, in this case, is the unilateral will. This will must be established on the 

subject that fulfills its conditions in terms of possibility, assignment, and legitimacy, and has a 

legitimate reason, and the necessary competence is available to the promising person, and that 

his will is sound from the defects that spoil it, such as error, fraud, coercion, or exploitation (30). 

 

Section Two 

Provisions to promise of a reward 
 

The promise of a reward is an act of unilateral will, or it is an expression of the will 

announce to the public, whereby its offer is obligated to provide a specific performance to 

anyone who does a specific action. Article (255) of the Jordanian Civil Law stipulates that: (31) 

a) Whoever promises a prize to the public for performing a particular act and fixes 

a time limit for it shall be bound to give the prize to the person who performs that act 

notwithstanding that the act was performed without regard to the promise of the prize. 

b) If the promisor does not fix a time limit for the performance of the act it shall 

be permissible for him to resile from his promise by a public notice but provided that it 

shall not affect the rights of a person who has performed the act before the revocation of 

the promise. No claim for the prize shall be heard unless it is brought within three months 

from the date of notice being given of the revocation of the promise. 

Article (123) of the Egyptian Civil Law indicates that: 

(1) Whoever promises a reward to the public for performing a certain act within a 

time limit for it shall be bound to give the reward to the person who performs that act 

despite that the act was performed without regard to the promise of the prize. 

 

(2) If the promisor does not allocate a time limit for the performance of the act it 

shall be permissible for him to resile from his promise by a public notice but provided that 

it shall not affect the rights of a person who has performed the act before the revocation of 

                                                 
29 Al-Arabi, Belhaj, 2007, The General Theory of Commitment in the Algerian Civil Law, Part 1, 5th Edition, 

Bureau of University Publications, Algeria, 2007, p. 338. 

30 Al-Sanhouri, Abd Al-Razzaq Ahmad, 1998, Mediator in Explaining the New Civil Law, Part 2, 3rd Edition, Al-

Halabi Human Rights Publications, Lebanon, p. 1466. 

31 Jordanian Civil Law No. (43) of 1976. 
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the promise. No claim for the prize shall be heard unless it is brought within three months 

from the date of notice being given of the revocation of the promise. 

(3) The lawsuit claiming the prize will be dropped if it is not filed within six 

months from the date of announcing the cancellation to the public(32).  

From this text, it becomes clear to us that the promise of a reward is a legal act on one 

side, the effect of which is produced when its pillars are established and its conditions are met 

without the need for explicit or implicit acceptance, and it has thus deviated from the offer 

even if it is binding. The applications of the promise of a reward are many in practical life, 

such as a promise to the public with a prize or a reward in the daily newspapers, to those who 

did a specific work or to those who make a scientific or industrial discovery or invention on a 

specific topic, to those who find something lost, to whoever wins a competition, or to whom 

Arrest or guide a specific criminal (33). 

The Jordanian Civil Code, Article (245) stipulates that  

(1) A promise is something imposed by a person on himself in favor of another relating 

to the future, otherwise than by way of an obligation concerning property, and it may be for a 

contract, or to do an act.  

(2) A promise binds the maker unless he dies or becomes bankrupt. 

 

The previous text of the Jordanian Civil Law indicated that the promise of reward is an 

obligation in which the promising person obliges himself to pay a prize in exchange for doing 

something on the part of the public and takes place in the future and that it is permissible for 

the prize to be a work or a contract of usufruct and works, even if this obligation ends with the 

death or bankruptcy of the promisor. Article (255) of the same law states that: 

a) Whoever promises a prize to the public for performing a particular act and fixes a time 

limit for it shall be bound to give the prize to the person who performs that act 

notwithstanding that the act was performed without regard to the promise of the prize (34). 

  

b) If the promisor does not fix a time limit for the performance of the act it shall be 

permissible for him to resile from his promise by a public notice but provided that it shall not 

affect the rights of a person who has performed the act before the revocation of the promise. 

No claim for the prize shall be heard unless it is brought within three months from the date of 

notice being given of the revocation of the promise. 

 

We also find that the Jordanian lawmaker, through the previous article of the civil law, 

tended to consider that the promise of a prize is legally binding and entails legal implications 

and obligations towards the promising person. This article, indicates the conditions for the 

                                                 
32 Egyptian Civil Law No. 131 of 1948 

33 Munther Al-Fadl, 1996, The General Theory of Commitments, Part 1 (Sources of Commitment), Al-Zaytoonah 

University, Dar Al-Thaqafa for Publishing, Amman, p. 67 

34 Dr. Nuri Hamad Khater, Dr. Adnan Ibrahim Al-Sarhan, 2019, Explanation of Civil Law (Sources of Personal 

Rights, Obligations) - A Comparative Study, Dar Al Thaqafa for Publishing and Distribution, Amman, Jordan, 

p.102 



British Journal of Science      20  

October 2020, Vol. 19 (2) 

 

© 2020 British Journals ISSN 2047-3745 

 

 

prize and the legal right for the promisee to receive it, and it has also been recommended form 

the promising person to set a date for the end of the work required to obtain the prize, and the 

promise ends by the expiration of the date set by the promising person. But if the promising 

person did not specify a date for accomplishment of the required act he can then revoke the 

prize(35). 

Consequently, we find that the Jordanian lawmaker has clarified provisions for the 

promise of a reward through the above, and we conclude that: (36) 

1 - One of the most important characteristics of the promise of a reward is the 

obligatory nature and the production of legal effects towards all parties. 

2 - The obligation to promise of the reward ends with the death of the promising 

person or his declaration of bankruptcy. 

3 - The lawmaker allows the promising person to set a date for the end of the work 

required to obtain the reward, and his obligation ends with the expiry of the date set for 

obtaining the reward. 

4 - When the lawmaker does not specify a date for the end of the required work, he has 

authorized a promising person to revoke the promise at any time while preserving the rights 

of those who completed his work before the termination of the promise. 

5- The statute of limitations period for filing a lawsuit against the promising person is 

three months from the date on which the promising person declares that he has renounced the 

promise. 

Thus, through the previous texts, we come to a set of legal provisions regarding 

the promise of a prize as follows  :-  

1 - Restricting the promise to a period of time: 

If the promise has been set for a specific period, such as if the promising person 

requires a specific period to be worked within, then the promising person is finally bound 

by a unilateral will, so that he is not allowed to go back of his promise before the 

expiration of this period, and the promising person is obligated before the recipient of the 

reward if the latter completes the required work before the expiration of this period (37 ). 

But if the period elapses without anyone doing the required work, the commitment of the 

promise lapses, and if after that a person undertakes this work, then the promising person 

is bound only based on enfranchisement sans cause. 

It is noticed that if the required work is done before the expiration of the period, the 

one who has done it is entitled to the promised prize, regardless this work is done to obtain 

intentionally the award or he does not have this intention, and whether he knows about the 

prize at the time he does the work or not, and if he performed the work after the 

announcement for the prize or before because the source of the promising’s obligation is 

                                                 
35 Munther Al-Fadl, 2012, The Mediator in Explaining Civil Law, Sources of Obligations and Their Provisions, A 

Comparative Study of Manifest Laws and Islamic Jurisprudence, House of Culture, Jordan, Amman, p. 74 

36. Nuri Hamad Khater, Dr. Adnan Ibrahim Al-Sarhan, 2019, Explanation of Civil Law (Sources of Personal Rights, 

Obligations) - A Comparative Study, Dar Al Thaqafa for Publishing and Distribution, Amman, Jordan, p.102. 

37 Munther Al-Fadl, 2012, The Mediator in Explaining Civil Law, Sources of Obligations and Their Provisions, A 

Comparative Study of Manifest Laws and Islamic Jurisprudence, House of Culture, Jordan, Amman, p. 74. 
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unilateral will. Moreover, if more than one person undertakes the work separately, the prize is 

for the first, but if they work simultaneously, they share the prize between them, and if several 

people cooperate in doing the work, the prize is divided based on a fair estimate of what each 

has performed (38). 

2. Not restricting the promise to a period of time: 

If the promise is specified for a specific period, then the promising person is also 

bound to the promise made by him, then he is obligated to give the prize to whoever has done 

the required work. Provided that he shall revoke the promise publicly as he did when he 

announced the promise so that the news of the revocation reaches the public. 

In this regard, Article (255) specifies that: “If the promisor does not fix a time limit for 

the performance of the act it shall be permissible for him to resile from his promise by a 

public notice but provided that that shall not affect the rights of a person who has performed 

the act before the revocation of the promise. No claim for the prize shall be heard unless it is 

brought within three months from the date of notice being given of the revocation of the 

promise.” This text is consistent with the nature of forming obligation by a unilateral will, as 

this commitment is based on one will, as it derives from it its existence, and then this promise 

does not remain until that will remains (39). 

According to the second paragraph of this article” when the promising person revokes 

his promise,” to protecting and preserving the interests of others we can conclude the 

following assumptions (40): 

A- If no one has commenced the required work, the promising person can 

permanently revoke his unilateral obligation. 

B - If the person completes the required work before announcing the revocation of the 

promise, he has the right to claim the promising person the allocated prize based on his 

obligation to the unilateral will. 

C - If a person has started the work and the promising person has revoked his 

commitment before the completion of the work, the offeree shall be entitled to sue the 

promising person according to the provisions of tort liability. In this case, he will be 

compensated for the damage he suffered from provided that compensation does not exceed 

the amount of the reward (41) 

Hence, if the promising person does not specify his promise for a specific period, he 

shall not be bound as long as he does not cancel it. The estimation of the reasonable period is 

                                                 
38 Munther Al-Fadl, 2012, The Mediator in Explaining Civil Law, Sources of Obligations and Their Provisions, A 

Comparative Study of Manifest Laws and Islamic Jurisprudence, House of Culture, Jordan, Amman, p. 74 

39 Munther Al-Fadl, 2012, The Mediator in Explaining Civil Law, Sources of Obligations and Their Provisions, A 

Comparative Study of Manifest Laws and Islamic Jurisprudence, House of Culture, Jordan, Amman, p. 74 

40 Amjad Muhammad Mansour, 2019, The General Theory of Commitments (Sources of Commitment) - A 

Comparative Study, Dar Al Thaqafa for Publishing, Amman, Jordan, p.102. 

41 Abdul Qadir Al-Far, 2019, Sources of Commitment - Sources of Personal Right in Civil Law, House of Culture, 

Amman, p. 55. 
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due to the judge of the case, provided that the interests of others must be preserved and what 

is intended here is the public to whom the promise is addressed. 

Accordingly, the person who performed the work must claim the promisor for the 

prize within six months from the date of the announcement of the revocation to the public. 

The Jordanian lawmaker wanted to halt any fabricated attempt aimed at exploiting the 

promise of a reward after announcing the revocation, and the period of six months is a 

considerable period of lapse and not a period of limitation (42). 

Other than revoking the promise, the right of the one who performed the work does not 

have a statute of limitations unless after fifteen years, since it is a right arising from a 

unilateral obligation, and no special period has been specified for the limitation. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Having discussed and analyzed the issue of individual contracts between the Sharia 

and the law, relying on the method of comparison between Islamic jurisprudence and civil 

law, and in an attempt to address the issue raised by the introduction of the research, we 

concluded the following results:  

 The promise of the award expresses the unilateral will, and it 

establishes the obligation to confront others, and it is a commitment that may be 

withdrawn within a certain period, but the abolition of the promise after completing the 

required work obliges the promising to pay the award to the one who has completed 

the work. 

 The unilateral will issued by the promise cannot establish an obligation 

unless it is within the limits set by the law, therefore, it is considerably influenced by 

the lawmaker who limits its ability to be binding. 

 

Recommendations 

1) The Jordanian lawmaker must reformulate the legal texts in civil code that 

addresses the subject of the promise of the reward, in cooperation with Islamic 

jurisprudence scholars to come up with a formula according to what is present in Islamic 

jurisprudence and agreed upon by the majority of jurisprudence in Islam and drafting its 

legal texts in to achieve comprehensiveness. 

2)  If the promisor quits his promise at any time after declaring the reward, this is 

considered a lack of seriousness in some cases. Hence, I recommended to the lawmaker to 

oblige the promisor when announcing for the reward to allocate a specific period for 

completion of the required task, otherwise, he is not entitled to revoke his promise after 

that. 

3) A specific mechanism should be taken when announcing for the reward and the 

reward should be deposited in an official authority appointed by the lawmaker until the 

winner of the award is announced or returned under the law for its owner if no one has 

won it, that is to ensure the rights of the promisee of the reward. 

                                                 
42 Munther Al-Fadl, 1996, The General Theory of Commitments, Part 1 (Sources of Commitment), Al-Zaytoonah 

University, Dar Al-Thaqafa for Publishing, Amman, p. 86 
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