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Abstract 

As a federal state of two regions almost equally divided into Muslim north and Christian 

south, political power has often been rotated in Nigeria. Historically, the state had a 

flourishing agrarian economy but was neglected in the 1970s after the discovery of crude oil 

in commercial quantity. This did not only redirect governance revenue drive, it led to 

increased public service and high investment in social and critical infrastructures. The 

investments were, however, unsustainable due to little or no influence on the unstable 

international economy and politics of oil. Thus, the ever increasing population engaged in 

scrambling for the available resources that played out through land struggle, herdsmen and 

farmers attack, interethnic and religious conflicts. These attacks among others have led to 

internal displacements, asylum seeking, refugee, economic migration and unregulated 

trafficking of the citizens. With a population of about 200 million, Human Development 

Indicators 2018 expressed that the population vulnerable in multidimensional poverty in 

Nigeria is 16.9 percent and the population in severe multidimensional poverty is 32.7 percent 

while the contribution of deprivation in dimension to overall multidimensional poverty 

measured by health, education, and standard of living stand is 27.1%, 32.2% and 40.7% 

respectively. Incidentally, it practices liberal democracy with constitutional powers screwed 

in favour of the federal government that had sole control over 68 items in the exclusive 

legislative list while the concurrent legislative list contains 30 items and that naturally created 

a powerful federal government with spoils that heightened power contestation in the country. 

The study interrogates the distribution and contestation for resources, impact on human 

security and strategies for national development. Drawing on data from public institutions and 

secondary sources, the study concludes there is constant threat to human security and 

recommends the need to revisit the currently practiced federal system and more importantly 

engage in aggressive economic restructuring to urgently move away from a mono economy 

country.  
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1.0 Introduction  

Arguably, no state or nation is a natural construct or an accident of history. States are 

manmade, though not in the artificial sense of being fake, false or insincere. They are defined 

by their empirical referents of territory, population, effective government, and recognition 

under international law, which date back to the 1648 Treaty of Westphalia from which the 

modern state takes its bearings as products of human vision and construction. And as by-

products of European creation, contemporary African states take their bearings from 

Westphalia which was reproduced in the agreements among colonial powers at the 1884/1885 

Berlin Conference that birthed the present states in Africa (the only exceptions being Ethiopia 

and Liberia) (Osaghae, 2019; Kolawole: 2009). 

 Meanwhile, politics has remained one of the most puzzling, despicable, but yet inescapable 

activities of human society. A society without politics is inconceivable not the least because 

as Aristotle pointed out, man is, by virtue of being a social being whose essence can only be 

actualized in a human community a political animal. In the opinion of Omotoso (2019), 

Nigerian politics defy any rationality and reasonability. Consequently, the Nigerian state 

presents a lot of paradoxes. Kolawole (2011) earlier described the history of the post-colonial 

Nigerian state as hardly edifying, as independence seemingly exposed the viruses of disunity, 

political immaturity, leadership incapability and religious intolerance that were cosmetically 

papered upon during the struggle for independence. Events overtime have thus presented that 

Nigerian politics has assumed the Hobbesians’ state of nature because it is more or less a state 

of war- a war of all against all, with the view to acquiring and retaining power especially 

among the major groups. 

 In all human history, thinkers have always thought of how (best) to order the state. A large 

part of this is prescriptive and normative (dealing with what ought to be) rather than empirical 

(what is), but pragmatism and rationality have also been critical as well. In the opinion of 

Osaghae (2019) in its most deliberative sense, the generic state has received foundational 

supports from political thinkers who have provided the necessary banisters and rationales. 

States, governments, and societies in the West, in particular, have been guided by the visions 

of several generations of influential thinkers dating back to Plato and Aristotle. This positivist 

notion of politics with vision therefore attributes good systems and states to the genius of 

influential thinkers. However, the South with enormous wealth and resources both human and 

natural cannot claim same as evident in the response by governments to the demands for 

economic and social prosperity by the people and the need to meet them adequately which 

continually increase with no clear direction to solving such. 

  The historical and constitutional construction of the Nigerian state presents the 

government as the major driver and provider of all social and economic interventions. Also, 

an evaluation of the state of the Nigerian nation that does not consider stringently the 

prevailing North-South power relations, attitudes, political professional skills, experiences, 

and overall personalities of the dramatis personae would be superficial, misleading and 

susceptible to misjudgment. And as argued elsewhere, politics of national wealth distribution 

and the challenges of human security especially among developing nations are contested 

concepts. On the one hand, there is consensus among the proponents of human security that 

the referent object of security should be the individual rather than the state, but no consensus 

with respect to the threats to individuals that should be included under the human security 

rubric (Abioro and Daramola, 2018). 
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 As a federal state of two regions almost equally divided into Muslim north and Christian 

south, political power has often been rotated in Nigeria. Historically, the state had a 

flourishing agrarian economy but was neglected in the 1970s after the discovery of crude oil 

in commercial quantity. This did not only redirect governance revenue drive, it led to increase 

public service and high investment in social and critical infrastructures. 

 In the pre oil boom era of the 1970s, the agricultural sector dominated the economy as the 

nation had massive investment and subsequent exportation of cocoa from the western region, 

palm produce from the eastern region and groundnut from the northern region. However, in 

the 1970s, the nation witnessed a period of oil boom following the exploration of hydrocarbon 

resources in the oil-rich Niger Delta region. This led to the sharp decline in agricultural 

production in the country and invariably, the relegation of the sector as attention shifted 

majorly to oil exploration. Of note, the period of oil discovery represents an important turning 

point in the economic development of Nigeria as oil became the major contributor to the 

Gross Domestic Products (GDP). Thus, the economic contraptions and contradictions that 

define the Nigerian state were borne and the economy presently depends largely on the 

exploration and exportation of crude oil (Abioro, 2017).  

2.0 Understanding human security and wealth (re)distribution in Nigeria  

The concept of human security was developed by Mahbub ul Haq, a Pakistani Economist and 

Politician in 1988 with the intent of bridging the freedom from want and freedom from fear 

but got popularized by the United Nations 1994 Human Development Report on Human 

Security (Sabina, 2000). United Nation in the commission’s report of 2003 and the United 

Nation Development Programme report of (1994: 20-24) expressly identified it as involving 

two main components which are freedom from fear and freedom from want. It has further 

been broken into economic security (access to employment and earning basic income on a 

sustained basis), food security (economic and physical access to food and balanced nutrition), 

health security (access to health facilities, medical care and basic drugs as well as protection 

from communicable and non-communicable diseases), environmental security (protection of 

the environment and natural resources as well as exploiting without compromising its use for 

future generations), personal security (freedom from physical violence caused by either the 

state, groups or individuals), community security (freedom to belong to a community or 

communities) and political security (freedom to hold political views, subscribe to ideologies, 

belong and express political views). Thus, it is based on the state meeting its responsibilities 

on the citizens by providing security against social and political environment while also 

considering social and economic needs. 

 Accordingly, United Nations (2005) identifies the features to include: people centered, multi 

sectoral, comprehensive, context-specific and prevention oriented. While it entails a 

broadened understanding of threats and includes causes of insecurity resulting to economic, 

food, health, environmental, personal, community and political security. Buttressing the four 

significant features identified: human security is a universal concern. It is relevant to people 

everywhere, in rich nations and poor; the components of human security are interdependent; 

human security is easier to ensure through early prevention than later intervention. It is less 

costly to meet these threats upstream than downstream; and lastly human security is people-

centred. This focuses on how people live and breathe in a society, how freely they exercise 

their choices, the number of access they have to market and social opportunities – and 

decision of living in conflict or in peace (Leaning and Sam, 2000). 
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 However, human security portrays the: safety of people from chronic threats such as hunger, 

disease and repression; and protection from sudden and hurtful disruptions in the patterns of 

daily life – whether in jobs, in homes or in communities (UNDP Report, 1994). Emerging 

discourse on human security has therefore attempted to shift attention from the state to people 

as the key referent of security. The shift comes against a background of the dominance of a 

security concept that was defined in relation to the territorial state based on the UN Charter 

where security of the state primarily means the preservation of territorial integrity, respect for 

the sovereignty of states, non-interference in the domestic affairs of states, and the sovereign 

equality of states. This realist conception now referred to as the traditional notion of security 

appear ethnocentric, parochial and narrowly focused (Henk, 2005; Oberleitner, 2005, 189). 

  Regrettably, until recently in Nigeria, threat to security is primarily seen as external in 

source and by implication, it relied on military might to respond to such. This however, made 

the desire by the Nigerian-state to protect their borders overshadow the social, economic, 

political and environmental threats facing the citizenry (Abioro, 2018; Akokpari, 2007; 

UNDP, 2004). Thus, the pre-eminence of human security suggest a departure from the 

traditional meaning of security, which focused primarily on the state. 

 Of note, the background of social policy in Nigeria exemplifies a focus on delivery of limited 

services and welfare, which is really insufficient to achieve balanced social and economic 

development (UNDESA, 2007). It is considered residual and secondary to the focus on 

growth as the mainstream development theory focused on “economic growth first”. However, 

most if not all the interventions are social economic driven even as wealth (re)distribution 

remains a legitimate objective of social policies, equity in enhancing policies are needed to 

balance the unequal distribution of the benefits from economic growth resulting from market 

forces. 

 

3.0 Wealth distribution and social intervention policies in Nigeria since the oil boom era 

Successive administrations in Nigeria since the oil boom era have initiated different socio-

economic programmes for Nigerians. Among these previous interventionist programmes 

being looked at in the next section include the Directorate of Food, Roads and Rural 

Infrastructure (DFRRI), National Directorate of Employment (NDE), Family Economic 

Advancement Programme (FEAP), Poverty Alleviation Programme (PAP) and National 

Poverty Eradication Programmes (NAPEP). 

3.1 Directorate of Food, Roads and Rural Infrastructure (DFRRI)  

Towards the late 1980s, all major socio-economic indicators were pointing downwards and 

the rate of unemployment was (and is still) high while the purchasing power of the people 

was low. Through this, poverty was becoming entrenched, and economic growth stalled. 

Hence, the federal government introduced measures to reduce the social cost of adjustment. 

The DFRRI was initiated in January 1986 by decree No. 4. It was a programme designed to 

improve the quality of life (improvement in nutrition, housing, health, employment, road, 

water, industrialization etc) and standard/ level of living of the rural dwellers through the use 

of many resources that exist in the rural areas and mass participation of the rural people. 

 Consequent upon the realization that agricultural development strategy was not 

accompanied by the provision of necessary social, economic and institutional infrastructure, it 

was obvious that the task of improved and desired rural development was unattainable. The 

directorate was to help the rural communities to identify and evolve viable local level projects 
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by using local community organizations and institutions. Ocheni and Nwankwo (2012) states 

that the directorate’s period of active existence was 1985 - 1993 and it made its presence felt 

but its failure to evolve an effective community participation strategy created sustainability 

problems for its various projects. In early 1994, the DFRRI was merged with the Ministry of 

Agriculture and became a department in the ministry, and presently, the unit is now more 

concerned with the monitoring of its erstwhile activities than engaging in actual construction 

of rural infrastructure. 

 In all, the DFRRI sought to open up rural areas via construction of feeder roads and 

provision of basic amenities that would turn them into production centres for the national 

economy to have a viable push for the advancement of social amenities and promoting greater 

community participation as well as economic self-reliance (Arogundade, Adebisi and Ogunro, 

2011). However, despite the intentions and initiatives, the programme was criticized for its 

lack of special design to meet the need of the vulnerable. 

3.2 National Directorate of Employment (NDE) 

Until the 1980s, unemployment was not a serious problem in Nigeria but as global economic 

recession took its toll on the country, the inherent social and economic weaknesses of the 

country became obvious. Thus, the need for the creation of a scheme that could minimise the 

threat was not negotiable. Arogundade, Adebisi and Ogunwo (2011) also establishes that the 

need for the creation of NDE is also traceable to the drastic reduction in oil prices and the 

resultant economic policies at the time. As there was low capacity utilization in the nation’s 

industries and the outright closure of some. It was the reduction in employment oppourtunities 

and rationalization in both the public and private sectors that formed the basis on which the 

Nigerian unemployment situation was viewed as a danger to the socio-economic stability of 

the country.  

 The act establishing this programme was published in the government’s extraordinary 

Gazette No 61 of 20th October, 1989. The policy was established by Act CAP 250 of the laws 

of the Federal Government of Nigeria. This was as a result of the Chukwuma Committee 

Report that was set up in 1985 by the Federal Government to design strategies to create mass 

employment oppourtunities especially for the youth population. The committee submitted its 

report on the 26th of March, 1986 (Ogunlela, 2012; Adebisi and Oni, 2012). It was based on 

the recommendations of the committee, that the National Directorate of Employment was 

created in November 1986 and its job creation initiative was launched in January 1987. The 

NDE concerns itself with routine functions derived from the mandate that established it which 

are: combating mass unemployment through skills acquisition, self-employment and a labour-

intensive work scheme. 

 The philosophy as well as practice of NDE was self-enterprise, with emphasis on self-

employment and self-reliance in preference to wage employment. This was pursued through 

policy planning and well-articulated programmes of Rural Employment Promotion (REP), 

Vocational Skills Development Programme (VSDP), Special Public on Work Programme 

(SPWP) and Small Scale Enterprise (SSCE) Programme. In implementation, the programmes 

were established across the nation in an effort to alleviate unemployment crises in the nation. 

Though still in operation at the federal level, it obviously has served out its purpose.  
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3.3 Family Economic Advancement Programme (FEAP) 

The programme was introduced in 1993 as an investment promotion and poverty alleviation 

programme by the federal government of Nigeria under the leadership of General Sani 

Abacha. The objective was to stimulate appropriate economic activities nation-wide, it also 

focused on the provision of loans to promote entrepreneurship and business oppourtunities. 

FEAP enjoyed patronage and publicity of Maryam Abacha who was the wife of the then 

Head of State. It was an empowerment programme designed specifically for locally based 

producers of goods and services and potential entrepreneurs in the cottage industries.  

 FEAP aimed at improving the standard of living of the low-income groups by 

stimulating appropriate economic activities in the wards of each local government area in the 

country. It was in the nation’s quest for a way out of debilitating poverty as it was a period 

that marked Nigeria’s relapse into the global bracket of 25 poorest nations (Arogundade, 

Adebisi and Ogunro, 2011; Murtala, 2012). Significantly, FEAP existed for about two years 

(1998 - 2000). It however depicts the average policy initiatives that have suffered from 

planning, execution and more importantly, continuity. Though it was referred to as an 

offshoot of Family Support Programme (FSP) which was earlier introduced by the 

administration of General Ibrahim Babangida, the FSP also was an empowerment programme 

designed specifically for local based producers of goods and services and potential 

entrepreneur in the cottage industry. Nigeria Outlook (2001) opines that the programme was 

aimed at improving the standard of living of the low income groups by stimulating 

appropriate economic activities in the wards of each local government area in the country. 
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3.4 Poverty Alleviation Programme (PAP) 

Following the return to democratic governance in 1999 after about 16 years of military rule 

(though not the first in the history of the country), and the inherent poverty population 

increase due to poor management of the economy and the civil service, The civilian 

government of Chief Olusegun Obasanjo in 1999 introduced the PAP as an interim 

antipoverty measure (Nwaobi, 2003). The new government reviewed the previous strategies 

put in place to make life more meaningful and abundant by the preceding military regimes to 

the fourth republic. Obadan (2001) ascribed the failure of these initial measures to lack of 

targeting mechanisms for the poor; political and policy instability; inadequate coordination of 

various programmes; several budgetary, management, and governance problems; lack of 

accountability and transparency; and lack of mechanisms for sustainability.  

 Specifically, the intervention programme of PAP was more specific as it sort to 

provide jobs for 200,000 unemployed people; create a credit delivery system from which 

farmers would have access to credit facilities, increase the adult literacy rate from 51% to 70% 

by the year 2003, shoot up the healthcare delivery system from 40% to 70% by the year 2003, 

increase the immunization of children from 40% to 100%, raise the rural water supply and 

rural electrification from 30% to 60%, as well as embark on training and settlement of at least 

60% of tertiary institution’s graduates and develop simple processes advancement for all 

small-scale industries (Obadan, 2001). Midway in the implementation, the programme reacted 

to natural and international environmental policy change and metamophorisized to the 

National Poverty Eradication Programmes (NAPEP) under the same administration of Chief 

Olusegun Obasanjo. 

3.5 National Poverty Eradication Programmes (NAPEP) 

After the natural reaction to global approach towards poverty reduction among the vulnerable, 

the government introduced NAPEP in 2000 to take over from PAP (Muhammed, 2012). It was 

situated directly in the office of the President. NAPEP was made up of programmes that were 

targeted at eradicating absolute poverty among the citizens; it is the target of all tiers of 

government in Nigeria with the ultimate goal of ensuring that by year 2015, all Nigerians have 

access to the basic needs of life which include; Steady source of real income: food, education 

among others, potable water; housing, health care; security; and a conducive environment for 

productive activities (Kpakol, 2007). As listed in the Sustainable Development Goal 

document. 

 A core objective of NAPEP was to eradicate absolute poverty through a coordinated 

implementation and monitoring of programmes of four schemes; the Youth Empowerment 

Schemes (YES); Rural Infrastructure Development Schemes (RIDS); Social Welfare Services 

Schemes (SOWESS); and National Resources Development and Conservation Schemes 

(NRDCS) (NAPEP, 2002 and Akau, 2015). Specifically, the Youth Empowerment Scheme 

(YES) in particular deals with capacity acquisition, mandatory attachment, productivity 

improvement, credit delivery, technology development and enterprise promotion. 

 Notably, the target of this programme centres on wiping out complete poverty from 

Nigeria by the year 2010. Elumilade, Asaolu and Adereti (2006) identify the three stages to 

the attainment of this ambitious target as the restoration of hope in the mass of poor people in 

Nigeria, which involves providing basic necessities to hitherto neglected people, particularly 

in the rural areas; the restoration of economic independence and confidence; and wealth 

creation. 
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3.6 Subsidy Reinvestment and Empowerment Programme (SURE-P) 

More recently, on the assumption of office as President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 

Goodluck Jonathan admitted that there were national challenges among which are the deficits 

noticeable in the areas of critical infrastructures and social safety nets. Thus, declared the 

pledge of the leadership to be decidedly and ensure a transformation especially in critical 

sectors through harnessing the creative energies of the people. In the inauguration address of 

the President on May 29, 2011, he stated that: over the next four years, attention will be 

focused on rebuilding national infrastructure and create greater access to quality education 

and improve health delivery. With special attention to the agricultural sector, to enable it play 

its role of ensuring food security and massive job creation for the people. Consequently, the 

government based its policy initiative on Transformation Agenda (TA) and drew its 

inspiration from the Vision 20:2020 and the first National Implementation Plan (NIP) 

according to the summary of federal key priority policies and programmes (FGN- TA, 2014).  

 The agenda was based on a set of priority policies and programmes with the target of 

implementation to transform the Nigerian economy to meet the future needs of the people. 

Also, the Transformation Agenda was planned for a period of four years (2011 and 2015) 

which was the constitutional term of the administration and it was necessitated by the need to 

correct the flaws in the country’s drive for development where there is absence of long-term 

perspective, and lack of continuity, consistency and commitment (3Cs) to agreed policies 

(FGN, 2012). Though this seems a contradiction in itself, as a long term interventional 

approach would have been better instituted. 

 Evidently, despite huge financial investment in wealth distribution, successive governments in 

Nigeria have been unable to use the oil wealth to create national wealth and the result appears 

to be a resource curse that has led to sundry agitations and violence in the country. Nwosu and 

Ugwuerua (2014) argues that it has resulted in serious impediments to social progress 

representing a colossal waste of a country’s manpower resources and welfare loss in terms of 

lower output and ultimately leading to lower income and well being.  

 Meanwhile, over the same period, The Nigerian High Commission (2011) states that the 

Macroeconomic framework and economic direction of government projected a baseline GDP 

growth rate of 11.7 per cent per annum for the period 2011-2015, as it hopes that it will 

translate to real and nominal GDP of about N428.6billion and N73.2trillion respectively at the 

end of the regime. It assumes that the projected GDP growth of the period will be driven 

largely by the oil and gas - a situation that has permeated during the previous interventions. 

 Of note, governments in Nigeria have over time battled huge financial implications resulting 

from commitments in subsidizing petroleum products. However, the unpredictable nature of 

revenue from crude threatens continuous petroleum subsidies by the federal government. 

Thus, attempts were made to review laws regulating the oil sector. Then, deregulation of the 

petroleum industry was conceived and the Petroleum Industry Bill (PIB) was introduced with 

one of the desires to deregulate the downstream sector (FGN, 2013). Thus, In January 2012, 

the decision to remove the subsidy on Petroleum Motor Spirit was announced.  Whereas, 

petroleum subsidy commitment of the federal government is a major wealth redistributive 

mechanism in the country, and the obvious challenges and subsequent economic realities and 

reactions forced the government to initiate ideas to pacify Nigerians and proffer long term 

solutions in the social and infrastructural deficit being witnessed in the country. The 

administration of Goodluck Jonathan then introduced the Subsidy Reinvestment and 
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Empowerment Programme (SURE-P) when Nigerians strongly resisted the total removal of 

subsidy in 2012. It is important to note that the SURE-P programme implementation was 

designed to last through the life span of the administration, that is, 2012 to 2015. 

 The official mandate of the SURE-P Committee is to: oversee the Fund in the petroleum 

subsidy savings account, and the programme is specifically to improve the quality of life of 

Nigerians in line with the transformation agenda of Mr. President; mitigate the immediate 

impact of the petroleum subsidy discontinuation on the population, but particularly for the 

poor and vulnerable segments; accelerate economic transformation through investments in 

critical infrastructure projects, so as to drive economic growth and achieve the Vision 

20:2020; and lay a foundation for the successful development of a national social safety 

programme, that is better targeted at the poor and most vulnerable populace on a continuous 

basis (Akau, 2015; FGN- SURE-P, 2012). Thus, the approach of governments in Nigeria 

towards addressing human security has remained its interventions through socio-economic 

programmes which have been majorly driven and financed by accruals from sales of crude oil. 

 

4.0 Empirical exploration on causes of human security in Africa  

Hussein, Gnisci and Nanjim (2013) in a study on Security and Human Security: an Overview 

of Concepts and Initiatives, what Implications for Africa argues that human security is a 

critical component on the global political and development agenda with two ideas: first, the 

protection of individuals is a strategic concern for national as well as international security; 

second, security conditions for people’s development are not bound to traditional matters of 

national defence, law and order, but rather encompass all political, economic and social issues 

enabling a life free from risk and fear. The study identifies the need to build appropriate 

partnerships between state and non-state actors with specific issues in the security system 

reform (SSR), policy agenda, and regional peace operations. Furthermore, it avers a number 

of strategic challenges that need to be addressed in the region to include: translating the 

concept of human security into practice, enhancing security system reform, laying the 

foundation for a coherent security regime in Africa, operationalising the role of ECOWAS in 

stabilization and peace keeping efforts, achieving greater self sufficiency in peacekeeping 

operations, co-ordinating military assistance regionally and halting the proliferation of small 

arms light weapons and anti-personnel mines. 

However, Mpyisi (2009) on How European Union support of the African Peace and 

Security Architecture Impacts Democracy Building and Human Security Enhancement in 

Africa opened the discourse towards the support given to African Peace Facility (APF) and 

argues the attention has been excessive, and, seemingly forgetting the crisis on the continent 

is the weakness of the African state itself. It recommends EU should strengthen democratic 

institutions in order to emphasize development and sustainable democratic culture; establish 

an effective and early warning mechanism with particular reference to electoral processes; use 

a multi-pronged approach with the instruments currently available to the African Union such 

as the democracy, governance and election charter; implement action through the regional 

economic communities and at national level; support democratic institutions like electoral 

processes; reward democracies through economic cooperation and development among 

others. Although with emphasis on democratisation of the region, the study established the 

weak nature of leadership in combating human security.  
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Cillier (2004) in a monograph on Human Security in Africa notes that leaders have 

commitments at levels of the heads of state and government of the African union even within 

the spirit of New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), African Peer Review 

Mechanism (APRM) on the efforts to extricate the continent from the malaise of 

underdevelopment and exclusion. It lists the principles of NEPAD to include: good 

governance; entrenchment of democracy; peace; stability and security; sound economic 

policy-making and execution; productive partnerships; and domestic ownership and 

leadership.  

Of note, NEPAD is a state led initiative at the level of African Political leadership 

taking responsibility for the responsibility of meeting the needs of the continent. The study 

thus identifies that most African states are artificial constructs held in place by superpowers 

that also determines their survival, and, the deficiency in governance and democratic practices 

is not farfetched. It highlight five additions required to complete the transition from a single 

focus on national, personal and community security to human security within the African 

context to include: development of an administrative bureaucracy; the rise of independent 

commercial class; transformation of subjects to citizens; democracy that institutionalizes the 

transfer of sovereignty from ruler to people and; regional approach to security and 

development. 

Chitiyo (nd) in African Security and the Securitization of Development hold Africa as 

a major stakeholder in security and security development nexus’ debate and practice. It 

established the consensus that security refers both to the stability of the state, and perhaps 

more importantly, to the physical and psychological security of the people (human security). 

It admits security is also generally accepted as vital for sustainable development and notes 

that in building Africa’s security, governance and development architecture, the 2002 

transition from the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) to the African Union has been the 

catalyst for an African roadmap for Africa’s Security Architecture (ASA). It also identifies 

the importance of partnership and assistance from external stakeholder, and opines that Africa 

must take primary responsibility for its security; Africa’s security roadmap requires a formal 

framework, agreed at continental level and implemented at various levels; Africa forces must 

build capacity to cope with peace and stabilization efforts and; the realization of governance, 

security and development are interlinked.  The study further identifies conflict, poverty, 

disease, and criminal networks, authoritarian regimes which refuse to hold elections -or rig 

elections- or refuse to concede power after electoral defeat as major security threats 

confronting Africa. It further submits there will always be differences of opinion regarding 

the theory and practice of security and governance but what matters most is the linkage for 

concrete actions to capture the economic and social needs of the citizens.  

Olaniyan (2011) discussed Demographic Nightmare: Population boom and Security 

Challenges in Nigeria. The study avers that Africa’s exponential population growth is not 

only fostering poverty and hampering socio-economic development, but poses a serious threat 

to peace and security as well. It further expresses that population growth is not matched by a 

corresponding improvement in social security, infrastructural renewal and employment 

oppourtunities that leaves the continent open to easy mobilization of hungry and angry youth 

category to threaten political stability. It concludes that population boom is not the only factor 

affecting human security. It admits that demographic factors are only a part of the complex 

casual forces behind violent conflict. The study agreed that economic development and 
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regime type (autocracy or democracy) are critical elements influencing the risk of conflict and 

listed other factors to include: leadership, colonial experience, terrain, trade and state 

discrimination. He thereafter recommends the need to control population growth to limit 

future conflicts and human security threats.  

5.0 Towards avoiding a looming human security disaster in Nigeria 
 The necessity of linking security and governance has become necessary as the call for greater 

convergence between security and development policies emerged in response to the multi-

dimensional humanitarian, human rights, security and development crises that confronted 

international policy makers in the immediate aftermath of the Cold War (Tschirgi, 2006), 

Also, Sharamo and Ayangafac (2011) restates the AU’s policy evolution and strategic 

orientation towards peace, security and political governance that suggests the process of 

embracing the concept of human security has attained a level of comfort and that governance 

matters in peace and security. 

 Of note, Africans almost uniformly support democracy but are also increasingly demanding 

efficient governance systems that can respond to their core economic, social and security 

needs. Human security complements state security, strengthens human development and 

enhances protection of human rights and having argued for the place of governance in human 

security and expressing an all encompassing condition in which people and communities live 

in freedom, peace and safety, participate in political governance of their countries, enjoy 

fundamental human rights, access to resources and basic necessities of life, and habitable 

environment, the security of the state are mutually reinforcing. Thus, it is crucial that Nigeria 

does not further pacify human security challenges and governance narratives by ignoring 

political, human rights and economic responsibilities.  

 Despite population growth, most African countries have no corresponding plan and increase 

in infrastructural renewal, social security and work opportunities and the continent faces 

serious security challenges including poverty, youth bulge, rural-urban migration, land 

pressures, environmental issues, insurgency, challenges to democratic governance and a 

depletion of natural resources (Gilles, 2016; Security Council Report, 2012; Olaniyan, 2011, 

75; Tschirgi, 2011; and Langenhove, 2004, 3).  

 Human security approach is no doubt fulfilling the central aspiration of social quality which 

enhances outcome of the interaction between the people and their constructed and natural 

environment (Maesen and Walker, 2014. 7, Urry, 2014). Thus a collapse or failure of one will 

adversely affect the other. Also, discourse on human security affords a pattern of impact on, 

and threat to, fulfillment of people’s rights on one hand and the (re)awaken of consciousness 

to government on the other hand. Therefore, the study is of the opinion that Nigeria as a 

nation can adopt an approach after a thorough assessment of the vulnerabilities and the 

capacities to prevent and mitigate the recurrent insecurities as well as critically note that 

consciousness of governments to human security issues is capable of (re)enforcing, 

(re)orientating and (re)directing governments agenda and (re)setting its programmes.  

 Wealth generated by the federal government are translated or redistributed to create wealth 

for the ordinary citizen and over time, successive governments have not been able to 

effectively use the oil wealth to create national wealth resulting to the three mechanisms 

resource curse explicates which are dutch disease, expansive spending and the rentier state 

that has led to state failure manifesting in inflation, corruption and mismanagement of 

resources leading to poverty. 
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 Human Security is measured by considering indices around economic, environment and 

social fabric. Thus, the Global Human Security Index (2011) ranks Nigeria 212 among the 

233 countries examined. Also, Worldwide Governance Indicators (2010) drew together data 

based exclusively on subjective perception of governance from a wide variety of sources and 

organized them into six clusters corresponding to the six dimensions of governance (voice 

and accountability, political stability and absence of violence/ terrorism, government 

effectiveness, regulatory quality, rule of law, and control of corruption to measure countries) 

starting from 1996 to 2010 and evidence from events in the country shows the country is 

battling with many of the dimensions. 

 With a population of about 200 million, Human Development Indicators 2018 expressed that 

the population vulnerable in multidimensional poverty in Nigeria is 16.9 percent and the 

population in severe multidimensional poverty is 32.7 percent while the contribution of 

deprivation in dimension to overall multidimensional poverty measured by health, education, 

and standard of living stand is 27.1%, 32.2% and 40.7% respectively. Thus, the ever 

increasing population engaged in scrambling for the available resources that played out 

through land struggle, herdsmen and farmers attack, interethnic and religious conflicts. These 

attacks among others have led to internal displacements, asylum seeking, refugee, economic 

migration and unregulated trafficking of the citizens.  

 Langenhove (2004) opines that the nature of domestic politics in the majority of African 

countries is based on political clientelism and neo-patrimonilism that have not catered for the 

efficient political and economic management of the state, hence, compounding the human 

security problems. Thus, human security is to be regarded by governments at all the three tiers 

of government –federal, state and local, as domestic issues of welfare and governance to be 

promptly addressed as the human security challenges spills over from individuals, to families, 

groups, communities and states up to the national level.  

6.0 Conclusion and Recommendations 
 Human security is majorly a state responsibility to first and foremost recognize the people and 

their rights, deliberately protect and preserve their well being as members of the community 

that are frequently and often fatally threatened by events well beyond their control such as 

financial crisis, a violent conflict, aids, disease and outbreaks, water shortages, chronic 

destitution, terrorist attack or even pollution in distant land among others. Thus, a national 

policy that undercuts public and private investments to address such is essential. 

 The study concludes there is pressure on wealth generated majorly from crude oil in Nigeria. 

As a result of the existing power structure and sharing in the constitution, it has increased 

contestation over the distribution even as there is mounting pressure on government to 

eradicate poverty. At the same time, there is obvious and inadequate provision for both social 

and critical infrastructure in the country. Thus, there is prevalent threat to human development 

and security in vital and target sections covering needs and wants in health, education, 

economy (poverty), and security among others.  

 Thus, a combative national economic development strategy with measurable zeal and political 

will that will expand the economic structure of the country especially in generation and 

distribution to urgently move away from a mono economy country is advocated.  
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