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Abstract 

The neighborhood attachment is a psychological bond consisting of emotional, cognitive, 

and behavioral dimensions that have positive consequences such as pride, self-esteem, 

comfort, social capital reinforcement, and residents’ participation in neighborhood affairs. 

This article attempts to systematically review all neighborhood attachment studies in Iran 

from 2001 to 2019 so as to explore the concept of neighborhood attachment, recognize the 

factors affecting this phenomenon, identify inconsistencies in research findings and 

propose further research avenues.  

The articles are reviewed by a three-component framework proposed by Scannell and 

Gifford (2010), namely people, place and process (P3). The results show that almost all 

researchers have only emphasized psychological nature of this link and its behavioral 

consequences. Besides, people and place dimensions seem to be the most appealing topics 

to researchers. Also, a lack of a coherent place and neighborhood theory has made it 

difficult to reach a conceptual conclusion.  

 

Keywords: neighborhood attachment, sense of belonging, place identity  

 

1. Introduction 

The neighborhood attachment has been a key feature in defining the nature of urban unit. 

In other words, every neighborhood is known for the sense of belonging, social 

interactions, participation and mutual assistance that exist among its residents (Beheshti, 

2011). Since the 1960s, attention to the place and psychological connections that people 

have with their residence underpins extensive studies by researchers in various disciplines 

such as environmental psychology (Manzo and Perkins, 2006), sociology (Gieryn, 2000), 

urban planning (Beatley, 2004), philosophy (Casey, 1997), and human geography 

(Cresswell, 2004).  

There are varied theoretical frameworks in terms of concepts such as place attachment, 

sense of belonging, place identity, place attachment, community attachment, sense of 

community, and sense of place. Various studies find that attachment to the location of 

residence as a place is associated with greater satisfaction with life, social capital and a 

desire to continue living in that neighborhood (Lewicka, 2010a; Rollero and De Piccolo, 
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2010). However, consequences of accelerated urbanization and dominance of engineering 

discourse in guiding the development of Iranian cities have been subject to severe 

structural and demographic shifts for decades.   

This article aims to systematically review the literature that have studied the issue of 

space attachment in Iran at a neighborhood scale from 2001 to 2019, collect and categorize 

the findings of existing research in explaining the link between people and neighborhoods, 

and identify different approaches and methodologies adopted in these studies. The rest of 

this research paper is organized as follows. Section 2 briefly reviews theoretical 

foundations of neighborhood attachment. Section 3 explains article selection and review 

methods. Section 4 reports the findings from systematic review of the literature. Finally, 

Section 5 sums up all discussions and makes a conclusion.  

 

2. Conceptual review of neighborhood attachment  

The place attachment is recognized as an important but still less-explored feature of human 

soul that has captured the attention of researchers in environmental psychology. It is a 

multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary concept that, despite its many definitions among 

researchers, has been considered a positive emotional and cognitive link between people 

and places to which individuals and groups give special meaning in their process of 

communications. This bond is manifested by behaviors such as a tendency to maintain 

proximity to places, pro-environmental behaviors, and a desire to participate in 

neighborhood affairs (Livingston, Bailey, and Kearns, 2008; Lewicka, 2005).  

The place identity is one of the concepts closely related to place attachment. It 

represents a semantic and symbolic link between individuals and places, and manifests the 

significance of the place in defining the concept of self (Proshansky, 1978). The place 

identity is associated with senses of self-efficacy, continuity, self-esteem and 

distinctiveness in individuals (Lewicka, 2008). Further, the place dependence, also known 

as functional place attachment, reflects capabilities of a place in responding to an 

individual’s needs and goals. People depend on places when characteristics of that place 

are in harmony with their goals (Scannell and Gifford, 2010).  

To classify definitions in the past research, Scannell and Gifford (2010) frame the 

place attachment in three components, namely people, place, and process dimensions. 

They suggest this three-pillar model helps to understand the position of each specific study 

and theoretical expansions of the results in a coherent way. This framework may also allow 

identifying study gaps and guiding future research to develop place attachment theory.   

Although the scope of place attachment may range from the home to the country, it is 

the neighborhood that has attracted the most attention from scholars in the field (Lewicka, 

2010b; Hidalgo & Hernandez, 2001).  As shown by Lewicka (2010b(, nearly 75 percent of  

place attachment surveys have been conducted at a neighborhood scale. Neighborhood 

attachment is an individual’s emotional relationship with physical or social characteristics 

of the neighborhood. The formation of this link is a crucial factor in shaping the way 

residents interact with neighbors, local community, and environment (Comstock et al, 

2010).  

The neighborhood attachment, in addition to individual psychological benefits, would 

have positive behavioral consequences in local communities. For example, the relationship 

between neighborhood attachment and public participation has been confirmed by Anton 
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and Lawrence (2016). According to Ujang and Zakariya (2015), the strength of emotional 

and social attachment to a place is directly related to the frequency and duration of people's 

involvement with the place. The significance of this issue is such great that, according to 

the results of the study by Zahnow and Tsai (2019), the negative impact of violence in the 

neighborhood on residents’ attachment to neighborhood might be alleviated by repeated 

social interactions with their neighbors.  

According to Low and Altman (1992), neighborhood attachment leads to formation 

and protection of individual, group and cultural identity and plays an important role in 

fostering personal, social and cultural self-esteem and pride (Lewicka, 2005). Besides, 

Manzo and Perkins (2006) view neighborhood attachment as an important motivation for 

residents to spend more time in their neighborhoods, meet with their neighbors, share 

concerns about local problems, find solutions for them, preserve and improve 

neighborhood and protect local community instead of moving out (Mihaylov and Perkins, 

2014).   

The recent quantitative studies such as Plunkett et al. (2018) show that the formation 

and strength of residents' attachment to neighborhoods is a fundamental component of 

urban planning efforts to build and develop social capital and capacity in local 

communities. In this regard, Phillips (2015) has identified neighborhood attachment as a 

key component of social capacity building in local communities. Together, all findings 

point to the fact that achieving local community development depends on strengthening the 

psychological bonds of between people and the neighborhood. 

 

3. Article review method and selection criteria 

A systematic review is a method that examines the history of studies in a given subject 

while summarizing the findings of various researches to provide an overview and 

assessment of the results of these studies. Since systematic review of the literature reveals 

uncertainties and hints gaps for further research, it is an important tool for knowledge 

development (Petticrew and Roberts, 2006). Although it is not possible to compare the 

effect of variables on neighborhood attachment in this review paper, the results of the 

systematic review help researchers identify more relevant variables in studying 

neighborhood attachment.  

The choice of systematic review over meta-analysis in this study is due to the use of a 

wide variety of data collection and analysis methods, different metrics to measure place 

attachment, multiple tests and multivariate analyses in Iranian studies. The meta-analysis 

suffers from certain limitations. For example, the research body subject to meta-analysis 

should use similar statistical methods and identical conceptual hypotheses. Also, it is very 

difficult to assess quantitative studies with multivariate statistical analyses because of their 

complexity to estimate the effect size statistics (Petticrew and Roberts, 2006; Lipsey and 

Wilson, 2001).  

Due to the limitations mentioned, a systematic review method with 5 steps, as 

described in the following diagram, is adopted to review the literature. Although it is not 

possible to compare the strength of relationships between variables, results help 

researchers identify more relevant variables for the future studies of neighborhood 

attachment.  
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In the first step, the main research questions are clarified: "How is the concept of place 

attachment at neighborhood scale defined?" And "What variables and factors have 

influenced people's bond with neighborhood?" Then, identification and assessment the 

quality of the researches are carried out by defining the protocols and criteria for inclusion.  

The process of defining protocols and criteria for including articles and other research 

papers in the systematic review is explained as follows. Initially, searches in Iran’s 

academic journal databases make it evident that there is no systematic review of 

neighborhood attachment studies over the period from 2001 to 2019. In order to identify 

studies within the scope of systematic review, the term "place attachment" and other 

similar concepts such as "place identity", "sense of place" and "sense of place/place 

belonging" are searched in above databases. As a result, 140 articles are identified. Among 

them, 27 papers have a theoretical theme. The neighborhood-scale studies account for 

about 48 percent of empirical research papers (see Table 1).   

 
Table 1 : Frequency of Research Papers in Different Scales of Place Attachment 

Empirical papers 

Theoretical 

papers 
Years 

Residentia

l complex 

Buildin

g 

Neighborhoo

d 

Urba

n 

space 

Cit

y 

Village 

- - 1 - - - - 2001-6 

- - 6 - 4 1 7 2007-11 

6 10 40 14 10 3 15 2012-16 

2 2 7 2 4 1 5 2017-19 

8 12 54 16 18 5 27 Total 

Reference: authors 

 

Among 54 empirical neighborhood-scale articles, 9 of them are extracted from doctoral 

theses and 10 from master's dissertations. The analysis of the share of research disciplines 

and trends shows that the field of urban studies has the most, and the fields of social 

welfare planning and architecture have the least, contribution to the subject (see Table 2).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diagram 1: Major Steps in Systematic Review(Source: Khan et 

al., 2003, 118) 
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Table 2 : Frequency of Neighborhood Attachment Studies 

by Researchers’ Academic and Educational Background 

Frequency Field 

14 
Geography, urban and 

regional planning 

10 Sociology 

1 Social welfare planning 

5 Architecture 

10 Urban planning 

14 Urban design  

Reference: authors 

 

Also, 70 percent of these studies are conducted in metropolitan neighborhoods (see 

Table 3). As shown in table 3, most of the research is conducted in neighborhoods of 

Tehran, Isfahan and Hamedan, while cities in the southern provinces have no stake in 

neighborhood attachment literature. The researchers’ location of academic studies, place of 

birth and the ease of access to information seem to be a major factor in choosing cities for 

neighborhood attachment studies. 

 In the final step of our screening and selection, an assessment of empirical 

neighborhood-scale articles on the basis of four qualitative indicators of "age" to capture 

perceptions and experiences of place attachment in people aged between 15 and 65 (Pretty, 

Chipuer, and Bramston, 2003), "relevance of study method to research questions and 

purposes", "theoretical framework of the study", and "validity and reliability of the 

research" is applied and each research paper is rated separately by each individual author 

of this research paper. Consequently, 21 articles with high rates in aforementioned criteria 

are selected.   
Table 3 : Frequency of Neighborhood-scale Studies by 

Urban Hierarchy  

Frequency Cities Urban hierarchy 

38 

Isfahan, Tabriz, 

Tehran, Shiraz, Qom, 

Mashhad 

Metropolis 

5 
Rasht, Kerman, 

Hamedan 
Big cities 

10 

Ilam, Bam, Jahrom, 

Khorramabad, 

Sanandaj, Fasa, 

Kashan, Gorgan, 

Gundkavus, Yazd 

Medium-sized 

cities 

1 Boshrouyeh Small cities/towns 

Reference: authors 

 

These 21 articles have studied a total of 50 neighborhoods in 20 Iranian cities of which 

5 are new and contemporary urban textures, 13 are historic and cultural urban textures, 27 

are worn-out and inefficient urban textures, and the remainder has examined the people-

place relationship in residential towns and villages. Among these studies, 11 articles 

provide no reason for their choice of a specific neighborhood. The reasons explained in the 
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other 10 studies could be divided into four categories: (1) neighborhood has a high 

residential stability, (2) residents have experienced for a variety of reasons, such as the 

spread of exhaustion and inefficiency or natural disasters, a decline or breakdown in their 

bonds with neighborhood, (3) neighborhood has a particular pattern or new trend of urban 

development, and (4) considering the physical, socio-economic and morphological 

characterization of neighborhoods in cities under the study, the selected neighborhood 

aims to cover all existing characteristics or to compare different urban contexts with each 

other.  

 

4. Analyses and arguments  

4.1. Conceptualization of place attachment at neighborhood scale 
Different theoretical traditions of researchers from different disciplines have led to the 

application of various concepts in empirical studies of people-neighborhood ties. Among 

21 selected articles, only 6 of them examine place attachment as their main research topic 

or dependent variable. Other papers apply concepts such as neighborhood or place identity, 

and sense of place to study people-place links (see Table 4).  

 
Table 4 : Frequency of Concepts in People-

neighborhood Studies 

Frequency Concept 

6 
Place & neighborhood 

attachment 

9 Place & neighborhood belonging 

4 Place & neighborhood identity 

2 Sense of place at neighborhood 

Reference: authors 

 

Furthermore, in defining the relationship between concepts, different and sometimes 

contradictory approaches are observed. For example, some scholars define residents’ sense 

of belonging and attachment to a place as a higher level than the sense of place. In contrast, 

other researchers by referring to Shamai's theory (1991) describe the sense of belonging 

and attachment as a level within the sense of place. Also, attachment and sense of 

belonging and dependence have sometimes been accounted for as a criterion for formation 

of neighborhood identity or an indicator to measure neighborhood identity.  

Those studies that concentrate on the concept of neighborhood attachment refer to 

theories and dimensions of place attachment and introduce this phenomenon as a 

psychological process that consists of three cognitive, emotional, and behavioral 

dimensions, meaning that it is residents' positive sense of place and a positive connection 

between residents and social and physical environment that develops over time.  

Despite ambiguity in the concepts that may overlap each other, all researchers agree 

that people-neighborhood ties are positive bonds that bring about favorable consequences 

such as promoting positive interactions and intimate relationships among residents, and 

enhancing social trust, sense of safety, social cohesion, and residents’ participation in local 

affairs, voluntary activities, and residential stability.  
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4.2. Research methodologies and strategies 

The place attachment studies with a neighborhood scope are typically conducted within 

two strands of quantitative and qualitative methodologies, although the former is more 

popular as it is adopted in about 76 percent of research papers. In quantitative approach, 

the severity and type of attachment are evaluated. In contrast, qualitative research 

investigates diverse meanings and personal experiences of attachment to neighborhood 

(see Table 5).   
Table 5 : Frequency of Neighborhood Attachment Studies 

 by Research Strategies and Methods 

Other details 
Data collection 

method 
Research design Frequency 

Research 

strategy 

Frequency of 

studies 

by sample size: 

101-200: 8 

201-300: 2 

301-400: 5 

> 400: 1  

Close-ended 

questionnaire 
Survey 16 Quantitative 

Frequency of 

studies 

by sample size: 

21-30: 1 

> 30: 3 

In-depth 

interview, 

observation, 

open-ended 

questionnaire 

Grounded 

theory, 

phenomenology 

4 Qualitative 

Sample size 

by type of data: 

Quantitative: 174 

Qualitative: 18 

Questionnaire, 

observation, in-

depth interview 

Concurrent 

mixed- 

method 

1 
Mixed- 

method 

Reference: authors 

 

4.3. Factors affecting people-place bonds 

4.3.1. People dimension 

Individual aspects of the people dimension are the most studied variables in quantitative 

studies. However, the impacts of duration of residence, age, residence of relatives in 

neighborhood, and past moving and relocations to new neighborhoods are examined less 

than other factors under this dimension.    

Among variables under the people dimension, household income (Arabi, Tavousi, and 

Musavi, 2017; Jamshidiha, Parvai, Piri, and Hajbagheri, 2014; Bastani and Nikzad, 2014)   

and residence of relatives in neighborhood (Kamalipour, Yeganeh, and Alalhesabi, 2012) 

have significant positive relationships with people-neighborhood ties. In contrast, 

residents’ past moving and relocations seem to adversely affect their neighborhood 

attachment, meaning that neighborhood attachment would impair if residents had a higher 

number of moving and relocations in the past (Amirkafi and Fathi, 2011).  

The majority of studies confirm significant positive effects of age (Mobaraki and 

Salahi, 2013; Arabi et al., 2017; Majidi and Heydari, 2017; Bastani and Nikzad, 2014) and 

duration of residence (Arabi, Tavousi, and Mousavi, 2017; Majidi and Heydari, 2017; 

Kamalipour et al., 2012; Jamshidiha et al., 2014; Bastani and Nikzad, 2014; Amirkafi and 

Fathi, 2011) on neighborhood attachment. However, Jamshidiha et al. (2014) show that the 
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age variable has no significant relationship with people-place bonds. Findings on how 

gender, marital status (marriage), property ownership, and education level may impact 

neighborhood attachment are not consistent among research papers (see Table 6). Unlike 

quantitative research, qualitative studies have paid less attention to the people dimension 

and only two components, namely (1) continuity of residence and (2) cultural and social 

identity, are recognized as factors affecting neighborhood attachment. The former capture 

past experiences of relocations at individual and collective levels and the latter is 

concerned with linguistic and religious commonalities among residents.   

 

Table 6 : The Effects of People Dimension on 

Neighborhood Attachment 

 

Variable 
Relationship 

Positive Negative Insignificant 

Age 4 - 1 

Gender 2 - 1 

Marital status 2 - 1 

Duration of residence 7 - - 

Household income 3 - - 

Level of education 1 1 1 

Residence of relatives in neighborhood 1 - - 

Property ownership  1 - 1 

Mobility and relocation experiences - 1 - 

Numbers are frequencies of research papers that have found a specific relationship; 

Reference: authors 

 

4.3.2. Place dimension 
In examining the effects of space qualities, factors such as residents’ perceptions of visual 

contrast and diversity, physical boundaries and territories, human scale, diverse and 

desirable landscapes, and neighborhood entrance and exit paths are evaluated (Montazer 

Al-Hojjah, Sharifnejad, and Dehghan, 2016). Accessibility of neighborhood facilities and 

amenities is the most observed variable under the physical aspect of place dimension in 

people-place research and the results from 5 articles (Majidi and Heydari, 2017; Montazer 

Al-Hojjah et al., 2016; Mobaraki and Salahi, 2013; Amirkafi and Fathi, 2011; Kamalipour 

et al., 2012) confirm its significant positive impact on neighborhood attachment (see Table 

7). 

 Also, variables such as community identity, beauty and symbol, and urban legibility 

(Montazer Al-Hojjah et al., 2016), maintenance (Kamalipour et al., 2012), cleanliness and 

hygiene (Vahida and Negini, 2012), and environmental comfort (Majidi and Heydari, 

2017; Montazer Al-Hojjah et al., 2016) are found to have significant positive effects on 

people-place bonds, while residence in high-rise buildings adversely affect attachment to 

neighborhood (Shamaei and Jahani, 2011).   

 

 

 

 



British Journal of Science      176  

February 2020, Vol. 18 (2) 

 

© 2020 British Journals ISSN 2047-3745 

 

 

Table 7 : The Effects of Physical Aspects of Place Dimension 

on Neighborhood Attachment 

Variable 
Relationship 

Positive Negative Insignificant 

Accessibility to facilities and services 5 - - 

Open spaces 1 - - 

Congestion - 1 - 

Maintenance, cleanliness and hygiene 2 - - 

Residence in high-rise buildings - 1 - 

Environmental comfort 2 - - 

Quality services and neighborhood 

productivity 

- - 2 

Hierarchical system 1 - - 

Natural elements 1 - - 

Place qualities 1 - - 

Accessibility and permeability 2 - - 

Urban legibility 1 - - 

Beauty and symbol 1 - - 

Community identity 1 - - 
Numbers are frequencies of research papers that have found a specific relationship; 

Reference: authors 

 
Table 8 : The Effects of Social Aspects of Place Dimension  

on Neighborhood Attachment 

Variable 
Relationship 

Positive Negative Insignificant 

Network of local relationships 1 - - 

Network of trans-local relationships - - 1 

Local social ties 1 - - 

Social interactions 2 - - 

Cultural tensions - 1 - 

Daily encounters 1 - - 

Lack of involvement  - 1 - 

Crime - 1 - 

Level of socialization 1 - - 

Social and economic welfare 1 - - 
Numbers are frequencies of research papers that have found a specific relationship; 

Reference: authors 

 

In the social aspect of place dimension, people's relationships in local community are 

explored in various themes such as social interactions (Vahida and Negini, 2012; Montazer 

Al-Hojjah et al., 2016) , network of local relationships (Bastani and Nikzad, 2014), Local 

social ties (Amirkafi and Fathi, 2011), neighborhood sociability (Majidi and Heydari, 

2017), daily encounters (Kamalipour et al., 2012), social and economic welfare (Amirkafi 

and Fathi, 2011) and the role of time (length of association with the place) (Montazer Al-

Hojjah et al., 2016). As shown in Table 8, the results indicate significant positive impacts 

of all these variables on people-place ties. Also, crime, cultural tension and lack of 
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involvement (Kamalipour et al., 2012) impair neighborhood attachment, while residents’ 

network of trans-local relationships has no significant effect on people-place bonds 

(Bastani and Nikzad, 2014).    

The findings from qualitative studies indicate positive influence of physical subjective 

and objective factors such as neighborhood confinement, modern buildings with nice 

facade, identity elements, individual freedom, neighborhood antecedents, environmental 

and physical facilities, responsiveness to needs and behavioral patterns, access to services, 

age-sex demographic mix, and diversity of activities on people-neighborhood ties (Sharemi 

and Partovi, 2009; Rostamalizadeh and Nemati, 2015). Besides, the continuity of space-

time due to neighborhood legibility, preservation and continuity of place meanings, 

individual and collective memories and traditions, and Visual Pleasure (presence of 

monuments, visibility of signs, quality of public arena and building facade, and presence of 

the nature) are other factors that have been identified as having significant positive impacts 

on neighborhood attachment (Zamani and Honarvar, 2017). With regard to the social 

aspect of place dimension, factors such as intimacy of local community, rich human 

connections, kinship, neighborhood interactions, residents’ involvement, and neighborhood 

dignity which is directly related to physical and social status of neighborhood 

(Rostamalizadeh and Nemati, 2015; Zamani and Honarvar, 2017) are all found as 

influential factors on people-neighborhood ties.  

 

4.3.3. Process dimension 
The research on the process dimension have concentrated more on emotional and 

behavioral aspects and less on cognitive level of people-neighborhood links (see Table 9). 

The social participation under behavioral aspect is the most frequently studied variable 

measured by different themes such as collective spirit, voluntary activities, teamwork, and 

collaboration with neighborhood institutions. The findings show that social participation 

has a significant positive impact on neighborhood attachment (Arabi et al., 2017; Shamaei 

and Jahani, 2011; Saraei, Oshnuei and Rousta, 2016; Mobaraki and Salahi, 2013; 

Jamshidiha et al., 2014). Also, emotional aspect of the process dimension is found to be 

associated with factors such as calmness and sense of security (Amirkafi and Fathi, 2011; 

Azamzadeh and Jahangiri, 2014; Mohammadi, Hasaninejad, and Osanlou, 2014) and 

commitment (Shamaei and Jahani, 2011). The social trust is examined at three levels of 

interpersonal, institutional and generalized, with results confirming positive effects of 

institutional and generalized trust on people-neighborhood bonds (Bakhtiari, 2010).  
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Table 9 : The Effects of Process Dimension  

on Neighborhood Attachment 

Aspect Variable 
Relationship 

Positive Negative Insignificant 

Behavioral 

Unofficial social control 1 - - 

Social order 1 - - 

Partnership and collective 

spirit 

5 - - 

Emotional 

Feelings of tranquility and 

psychological security 
2 - - 

Social trust 3 - - 

Interpersonal social trust - - 1 

Commitment 2 - - 

Cognitive Knowledge of neighborhood 2 - - 
Numbers are frequencies of research papers that have found a specific relationship; 

Reference: authors 

 

Moreover, qualitative studies have focused less on psychological processes. The results 

show that good experiences and memories with neighborhood, classified under cognitive 

aspect of the process dimension, lead to a stronger sense of tranquility and satisfaction and 

reinforce attachment to neighborhood (Sharemi and Partovi, 2009; Rostamalizadeh and 

Nemati, 2015; Lak, 2015; Zamani and Honarvar, 2017). The continuity of residence and a 

tendency to participate in neighborhood affairs are also recognized as behavioral 

consequences of people-place bonds (Rostamalizadeh and Nemati, 2015; Lak, 2015).   

 

5. Conclusion 
According to the theoretical arguments, neighborhood attachment is a psychological 

phenomenon that has emotional, cognitive, and behavior components. It is a positive bond 

that develops between residents and social and physical environment of their 

neighborhoods and leads to positive social consequences at neighborhood and community 

levels. Through a systematic review of empirical studies from 2001 to 2019 in Iran, this 

article aims to investigate how neighborhood attachment is conceptualized in the country. 

It also identifies the factors that may influence residents’ attachment to their 

neighborhoods. The publication of 140 articles on neighborhood attachment shows an 

increasing attention of scholars to this subject in the recent decade. About 80 percent of 

these research papers adopt an empirical approach to explain people-place bonds and 

nearly half of empirical articles have a neighborhood-level scope. By defining specific 

qualitative indices, 21 articles out of 54 studies are selected, reviewed and analyzed 

according to a three-pillar framework of place attachment that consists of people, place, 

and process dimensions.    

The review of the studies in terms of conceptual formulation of neighborhood 

attachment shows that most researchers regard this phenomenon as a kind of psychological 

bond that has emotional, cognitive, and behavioral dimensions. In emotional aspect, 

residents' attachment to the neighborhood is associated with the formation of a sense of 

safety and security, social trust, and a sense of community commitment. 



British Journal of Science      179  

February 2020, Vol. 18 (2) 

 

© 2020 British Journals ISSN 2047-3745 

 

 

With respect to cognitive dimension, the formation of this bond is first associated with 

the residents' recognition of the spatial and social organization of the neighborhood. This 

recognition is internalized by the increase in duration of residence, social interactions, 

daily encounters, greater presence in local public spaces, and the memory formation, 

leading to the formation of neighborhood identity in residents. This means that over time 

people define part of their identity by their neighborhood. 

Behavioral dimension of neighborhood attachment includes behaviors that reflect 

severity or weakness of this psychological bond. All studies have found that high 

neighborhood attachment have positive consequences at the individual and collective 

levels. Increase in people's participation in neighborhood affairs has been the most 

observed behavior in the literature. Therefore, it seems that reinforcing people's 

psychological ties to the neighborhood and examining the impact of any urban 

development measures on these bonds are important steps to enhance residents’ 

participation and promote sustainable community development.  

An examination of how neighborhood attachment is conceptualized in the literature 

indicates that studies have mainly focused on measuring the severity of this bond. In 

contrast, there are research gaps as to in-depth descriptions of the formation and 

transformation of residents’ neighborhood attachment within their residence time, 

including studies which may identify how people-place bonds are affected by prolongation 

of residence and other underlying factors.  In addition, there is a lack of studies which 

examine different styles and types of neighborhood attachment. Specifically, question 

remains as to how perceptions and representations of neighborhood attachment are 

influenced by factors such as different characteristics of the place (neighborhood) and 

different characteristics in the human dimension (individual and collective characteristics). 

For instance, how do neighborhoods with different morphologies influence emotional, 

cognitive, and behavioral dimensions of neighborhood attachment? And what are the 

differences in perceptions and representations of neighborhood attachment across groups 

of men and women in emotional, cognitive, and behavioral dimensions? 

Investigation of research papers that have studied factors affecting neighborhood 

attachment shows that, among three people, place and process dimensions, the first two 

dimensions are of the most interest to researchers. However, the lack of a place and 

neighborhood theory has made it difficult to reach a conceptual conclusion.  

In the people dimension, previous researches obtain inconsistent and sometimes 

conflicting findings as to the effects of gender, marital status, level of education, and 

property ownership on neighborhood attachment. But in almost all studies, age, duration of 

residence, and household income have positive effects and relocation and moving 

experiences have a negative impact on people-place bonds. In the physical aspect of place 

dimension, accessibility to facilities and services is positively associated with people-place 

ties. In the social aspect of place dimension, results show that crime, cultural tension and 

lack of involvement impair people-place ties. Under the behavioral aspect of process 

dimension, social participation is the most frequently studied variable that has a significant 

positive relationship with attachment to neighborhood. Regarding the emotional aspect of 

process dimension, sense of psychological security and comfort show a significant positive 

effect on neighborhood attachment.  
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The people dimension of gender and neighborhood attachment is a complex 

relationship that requires further studies to compare behavioral and psychological 

consequences of people-neighborhood links in terms of gender while examining the 

different features of neighborhood attachment among men and women. Also, experiences 

of different age groups in understanding this phenomenon or evolution of people's 

attachment to neighborhood through different periods of their lives are major issues that 

could be considered in future research. It should be noted that in Iran’s literature, yet there 

are no studies to investigate these links among the elderly.  

Instead of relying on a particular theory of neighborhood attachment and its physical 

aspects, the choice of place variables in reviewed articles often hinge on researchers’ 

personal judgments and educational backgrounds. As a result, these studies fail to 

contribute to the development of holistic knowledge and a comprehensive theory in this 

issue. It seems that accounting for a conceptual framework of neighborhood attachment 

and its physical dimensions could lead researchers to obtain coherent theoretical 

explanations and robust empirical results.  

Also, most studies have relied on residents’ subjective evaluation of physical 

dimensions of neighborhood. The residents' positive assessment of physical dimensions in 

neighborhood might be due to their emotional attachment with coresidents and neighbors, 

social dimensions of the place, or their good memories and experiences with 

neighborhood. Thus, to achieve more reliable results from studies, physical and 

environmental conditions should be evaluated objectively and independently and 

researchers should adopt measurable indicators.  

Besides, research findings confirm the impact of social dimensions such as local and 

interpersonal networks, social interactions and connections, and the extent of residents' 

daily interactions on people-neighborhood ties. Therefore, it seems that identifying social 

organizations and networks of traditional and civil institutions in different types of 

neighborhoods, examining their impacts on people-neighborhood links, and comparing 

them with each other could serve as new frontiers of research in neighborhood attachment. 

In addition, social capital is another major issue in local community development that is 

ignored by researchers. Investigating this issue in neighborhoods and its effects on social 

trust and people-neighborhood bonds could be objectives of further research. The process 

dimension has mostly been neglected in Iranian studies. Researchers cannot paint a clear 

picture of the process through which residents may develop attachment to their 

neighborhoods. It seems that psychological mechanisms for influencing spatial and 

demographic indicators and variables on people-place links require more scrutiny.   

Finally, the use of self-reporting tools such as questionnaires among researchers may 

lead to biased results. It is recommended to future researchers to avoid people’s subjective 

evaluation of place, but to design methods and tools that could objectively assess 

neighborhoods instead. The utilization of new tools such as evaluative maps, 

psychoanalytic mapping, photo-based methods, and even combining them together in place 

attachment studies are also suggested. These strategies may help remove duplication and 

stagnation from existing research, add new perspectives to place attachment theory at 

different scales and generate more reliable results.   
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