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Abstract 

 This study was conducted to investigate the impact of socio-economic status and gender 
on political awareness a random sample of 305 national and civic education teachers in 
Jordan. To achieve the research goals, political awareness scale compresses 18 items and 
measuring three dimensions of political awareness (knowledge, attitudes, and behavior) 
developed and validated for Jordanian context. Results of on-way MANOVA and Post 
hoc analysis revealed that: (1) there are statistically significant differences between males 
and females in the three dimensions of political awareness in favor of males; (2) there are 
statistically significant differences between the three groups of SES in the three 
dimensions of political awareness in favor of teachers in high level of SES. In 
conclusion, political awareness are SES and gender related.  
 
 Key Words: Political Awareness, Political Knowledge, Political Attitude, Political 

Behavior.  

1. Introduction 
National and civic studies are considered to have a major role in the development 

and formation of political awareness among students, due to their broad cognitive nature 
derived from social sciences and their educational goals that focus directly on finding a 
good citizen. Crick (2000) argues that the social studies curriculum has a great role to 
play in making individuals characterized by thoughtful, responsible and informed 
personalities of their duties and rights, and in the development of their spiritual, moral 
and cultural personalities. For social studies to succeed in building student’s political 
awareness attention must be paid to the political awareness of their teachers, as Wettzer 
(1995) argues, the success of teaching the national and civic curriculum is contingent 
upon the competence of the national and civic studies teacher. 

Political awareness requires ability, motivation, and opportunity (see Delli 
Carpini & Keeter 1996). Scientists largely attribute motivation and the ability to 
individual factors (i.e., age, gender, socio-economic status, education, birthplace and 
occupation) and the opportunity for environmental factors. Although scientists usually 
focus on individual factors, the political environment plays a vital role. The opportunity 
for political learning depends on the amount and type of data available in the political 
environment (Gordon & Segura 1997). Indeed, political environment may strongly shape 
political behavior (Zaller 1992). 

In surveys studies, men are more likely than women to determine basic facts 
about politics. This discrepancy is known as the "gender gap" in political awareness and 
is consistently found in scientific literature on advanced democracies (Dolan 2011; 
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Ondercin, Garand, & Crapanzano 2011; Stolle & Gidengil 2010; Dow 2009). The grant 
identifies exposure to information, motivation, and social and economic resources as 
three factors contributing to differences in political knowledge between groups. 
However, there is currently no theoretical framework that integrates individual and 
contextual factors through a gender lens to explain the differences in political awareness, 
especially between women and men. Gendered differences in political knowledge and 
political awareness are attributing to differences in socioeconomic status (Burns 2007; 
Tong 2003).  

According to (Brown-Iannuzzi, Lundberg and McKee, 2017), postulated that 
socio-economic status is one factor informing political attitudes and politics actions. It is 
assumed that this relationship is inherent in self-interest, where individuals prefer policies 
that will benefit them financially. In addition, these economic policy preferences are 
assumed to translate into political action. However, the relationships between socio-
economic status and political behaviors and attitudes, as well as the psychological 
mechanisms associated with these relationships, are not clear. In general, the related 
research indicates that although the SES informs political attitudes towards economic 
policies, these attitudes may not be related to complementary political behavior.( Jetten, 
Wang, Steffens, Mols, Peters, and Verkuyten , 2017) indicated that the effect of economic 
inequality social behavior and political attitudes remains poorly understood. With this in 
mind, the present study tried to investigate the impact of gender and socio-economic 
status on political awareness of civic and national teachers in Jordan.  

 
2. Theoretical Framework 

The present study based on Bloom Taxonomy, which compresses three domains, 
namely: cognitive, affective, and psychomotor. Attitude, knowledge, and behaviour are 
the main indicators of each domain. In general, knowledge is believed to be the result of 
learning, but knowledge can also be a guide for future learning.18 In general, knowledge 
is thought to be the result of learning, but knowledge can be a guide for future learning. 
In addition, attitude is the most complex concept and refers to the growth of emotions 
and feelings attached to a particular action or thought related to behaviors (Anderson, 
2005). Behavior from time immemorial is more observable, and the repetition of 
participants' actions is commonly used to measure it. Attitude and knowledge towards 
certain topics (e.g., political awareness) are potential predictions of behavior responses 
(Weinstein, 1972). According’s to the researcher expert in politics, he observed 
significantly positive changes in participants’ knowledge, attitude, and behavior on 
political awareness. Precisely, both Knowledge and attitude change associated to the 
changes in behavior. It is clear that teaching and learning processes have positive impact 
on knowledge, attitude, and behavior. Additionally, past studies suggested that 
knowledge, attitudes, and behavior are major components of a learning experience (Yun, 
Cardella, Purzer, Hsu & Chae, 2010).  
 
2.1 Political Awareness 

Wilson (1990) defined political awareness as “ideological perceptions, 
revolutionary ideological concepts, and political practices that enable an individual to 
have access to facts (p. 55). In another definition ( Ismail , 2003) defined it as a result of 
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the political culture that an individual obtains within the school, through their study of 
curricula, which make them active and involved in their society" (p. 12). 
Furthermore,(Radwan and Hamsd , 2012) considered political awareness as “a set of 
knowledge, concepts and ideas through which individuals can see and perceive political 
reality so that individuals can interpret and analyze local and global perceptions in light 
of the scientific method and express their view through legitimate means” (p.15). With 
this in mind, the researcher defined political awareness as a set of concepts and 
principles, which can be understood by the individual to interact with the reality of his 
community, and to diagnose and analyze the situation as it is scientifically, to achieve 
real results. 

 
2.2 Political Knowledge 

The cognitive dimension is the information and concepts that build the political 
awareness of individuals towards the political system within and outside the society, and 
this was acquired through the institutions of civil society and education (Safi al-Din, 
1992).The cognitive dimension of political awareness is vital because of the relationship 
between the individual and the existing system, which depends on the transfer of 
knowledge and information that constitute the political awareness of individuals, and 
their vision of the existing political system and their attitude towards it, and these are 
carried out by various institutions of society, and education is the most important sources 
of political awareness (Mahmoud 2001). Knowledge and information are based on the 
development of individual cognitive skills, all of which are necessary to shape political 
awareness, in order to understand and deal with the political events taking place. 

 
2.3 Political Attitudes 

Attitudes are shaped by the cognitive and emotional dimension, which relates to 
the values and beliefs acquired by the individual, such as the values of freedom, justice, 
and equality. Labor, and competition are all attitudes related to political values. 
Knowledge contributes to shaping attitudes according to values and beliefs, and attitudes 
guide and control political behavior.  

 
2.4 Political behavior 

Behavior relates to the individual's exercise of political behavior in political life, 
and can participate in determining the objectives of society through his\her political 
position in the public service, political party, or participation in political elections and 
other political issues (Al-Musn, 2005), and Morris believes that political behavior is a 
political awareness based on a set of individual skills (Morris, 1999). 

 
3. Literature Review 

Alsati and Ghanem (2017) measured and compared the level of the political 
knowledge among 400 students in two universities (Al- Balqaa in Jordan and Omar Al- 
Mokhtar in Libya) using the descriptive and comparative analytical method. To measure 
student’s political knowledge, a scale compresses 30 items (eight subscales) has been 
developed by the researchers. Results revealed that: (1) the level of the political among 
Libyan’s sample was medium, while it was high among Jordanian sample, (2) the level of 
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internal political knowledge was higher than the external knowledge with a lack of 
interest in the political matters, (3) students do not consider the political matters as their 
priorities, (4) the political knowledge needs to much effort to be exerted to confront the 
current conditions, and (5) parents education are unrelated to political knowledge. 

Al-Moamary, (2014) investigated the political awareness of social studies 
teachers in a sample of 214 in Oman. Political awareness questionnaire measuring the 
three dimensions of political awareness has been developed to answer the research 
questions. Results revealed that: (1) the levels of political awareness dimension 
ranged from moderate to high, (2) females scored higher than their counterpart in 
emotional awareness, whereas, they were similar on political knowledge and political 
behavior. 

A set of academic literature deals with the political aspects of globalization, 
which are often linked to the spread of democracy and the adoption of neo-liberal 
principles by developing countries that lead to modernization and socio-economic 
growth. The basic premise of this academic study is that political and political institutions 
provide a backdrop for successful economic growth (Thaker. Halperin, Siegel, & 
Weinstein, 2005; Grosgean & Senik, 2008; Prezworski, 2004). This approach is known 
as a compatibility perspective. It considers that fundamental civil liberties and the 
democratic process generate social conditions more conducive to economic development 
(Sirowy & Inkeles, 1990).  
 Another academic view of this issue is seen in the conflict perspective that democracy is 
impeding economic growth and development. The scientific papers of political scientists 
and economists (Walter Galenson, 1995; Huntington & Dominguez, 1975; Barro, 1996; 
O'Donnell, 2001) discuss the problem of redistribution and the strengthening of the role 
of interest groups. According to this approach, democracy and economic growth are 
competing elements. Economic growth needs a strong authoritarian system that better 
implements economic policies because weak democratic institutions are unable to do so 
(Siroy & Enkeles, 1990). 

In another study, (Wolak & McDevitt 2011) in the United States lead a recent 
wave of studies focusing specifically on the origins of the gender gap in political 
knowledge. Unlike previous studies that focus on the acquisition of political knowledge 
in general among adolescents such as:  (Niemi & Junn 1998; Wolak & McDevitt 2011) 
focuses specifically on gender differences in political knowledge of adolescents. They 
found that boys and girls have different ways of learning politics. Boys learn politics in 
politicized, competitive, partisan and political debates areas, while girls prefer consensus-
building environments when learning about politics and are more likely to learn politics 
in less-partisan and partisan areas. 

At the international level, Torney-Purta's work is widely cited when discussing 
civic knowledge among adolescents (e.g., Torney-Purta 2002; Torney-Purta & Amadeo 
2013; Torney-Purta, Schwille, & Amadeo 1999). From an educational psychology 
perspective, the study of civic knowledge is multidimensional, and this differs from the 
use of fact-based questions in political science. This multidimensional political 
knowledge includes factual knowledge, clauses that distinguish facts from opinions, 
interpretation of cartoons, attitudes toward democratic values and student behavior 
towards democracies, actors, and institutions. And unreliable "(Torney-Purta & Amadeo, 
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2013, 108). Moreover, these studies stimulate school and classroom study and in the 
context of speech. For example, Torney-Purta, Lehman, Hans and Wolfram (2001) found 
that an “open classroom climate” influences differences in participation and the ultimate 
typology environment is to explain the learning process about politics ( Torney-Purta 
&Amadeo 2013, 109) . 

Quintelier and Hooghe (2013) investigated the relation between socio-economic 
status and political participation among 4,235 young Belgian adolescents (aged 16 at 
time-point 1). The Belgian Political Panel Survey 2006–2008 was used for data 
collection. The structural equation model revealed that socio-economic status affect 
political participation. 

 
4. Rationality of the study 

The study came against the backdrop of interviewing some national and civic 
education teachers at the secondary level, from which the following appeared: 

- The teacher's interest in his socioeconomic status is a disincentive to political 
awareness. 

- The decline of the role of civil society institutions from the political point of 
view, such as the absence of parties from the political scene, and the interest of 
professional unions in their professional role led to a lack attention of political 
awareness. 

- The results of the negative participation in the elections in general led to the 
release of figures who do not progress and do not delay the political 
awareness. 

- The way governments were formed contributed negatively to political 
awareness. 
 

5.  Problem statement 
Education is a societal means to achieve all that is positive and effective and 

activate the role of the individual and development on the valid national values that 
support the principles of loyalty and belonging, and acquire the necessary concepts of 
political consciousness. However, this awareness has not been discussed before in 
Jordan, and therefore there are no suitable practical indicators to form a clear picture of 
the national and civic teacher’s political awareness, hence this study to achieve this goal. 
The present study investigated the impact of socio-economic status and gender on the 
political awareness of civic and national teachers in Jordan. To the best of the researcher 
knowledge, no similar studies have been conducted on Jordanian context. With this in 
mind, this research conducted to fulfill the gape in knowledge. Specifically, the present 
study sought answers to the following question:  

- What are the overall levels of civic and national teacher’s political awareness? 
- Does political awareness differ by gender? 
- Does political awareness differ by socio-economic status? 
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6. Significant of the study 
This study comes at a stage where the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan is 

witnessing political discussions at various levels, and therefore it is necessary to provide 
indicators on the level of political awareness among teachers of civic education. Also, the 
study provides a measure of political awareness that can be used to measure teacher’s 
political awareness. Furthermore, it is hoped that it will provide teachers in the 
professional development process with a set of indicators of political awareness for 
national and civic teachers that can be used in professional development programs, as 
well as open the way for other researchers to conduct studies on different samples of 
teachers of other courses. 
 

7.  Objectives of the study 
This study aims to achieve the following objectives: 

- To explore the overall levels of civic and national teacher’s political 
awareness. 

- To investigate the effect of the gender on civic and international teacher’s 
political awareness. 

- To investigate the effect of the socio-economic status on civic and 
international teacher’s political awareness. 

 
8. Operational definitions 
- Socio-Economic Status (SES) 

        Socio-economic status determined by asking teacher to answer discrete questions 
(e.g., his qualification, his salary, having private care, having personal computer, rental 
house or not, number of rooms at house, family income, daily newspaper at home, 
marital status, your wife / husband working or not, number of the persons in the family, 
and having working sons/daughters). Then, the teachers’ answers on these questions 
converted to consolidate scores and adding up to obtain a total SES score. Teachers 
classified as having low, middle, and high SES. The cut points in the data set were 
considered when deciding difference SES collections. That is, the participants below 
percentile 27 classified as having low SES, while the participants above percentile 73 
grouped as high SES.  The participants between) percentile 27 and 73, on the other hand, 
considered as the moderate SES.   
 

- Teacher’s political knowledge  
Teacher’s political knowledge defined as comprehension of the basic concepts and 
principles of politics. In the present study, teacher’s political knowledge represented by 
the total score on teacher’s political knowledge subscale. 

- Teacher’s political attitudes 
Teacher’s political attitudes defined as feelings and beliefs about politics. In the present 
study, teacher’s political attitudes represented by the total score on teacher’s political 
attitudes subscale 
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- Teacher’s political behaviour 
Teacher’s political behaviour defined as the frequencies of activities teachers do in 
politics. In the present study, Teacher’s political behavior represented by the total score 
on teacher’s political behaviour subscale.  
 
Research Methodology Research design 

Ex post facto design was applied to answer the research questions. This design 
compressed two grouping variables and one dependent variable. The grouping variables 
are: Gender with two levels (i.e., male and female) and socio economic status with three 
levels (i.e., low, middle, high), whereas, the dependent variable is political awareness 
with three levels (i.e., knowledge, attitudes, behavior).   
 
Sample  
A simple random sample of 305 (152 males and 153 females) civic international teachers 
was selected from Irbid city in the north of the Kingdom of Jordan. The mean of teacher’s 
ages is 31.32 years, and the mean of their experience is 12.9 years. 
 

- Research measure 
Teacher’s Political Awareness (TPA) was developed to measure political 

awareness of civic and international teachers; it contains 18 items in 5-Likert Type scale. 
All responses were made on a 5-point scale ranging from 1 (strongly disagree) to 5 
(strongly agree). Items were fundamentally generated by the researcher based on his 
experience and the related literature, in total, 27 items were generated. Through two 
internal review rounds, these items were polished to achieve a precise match between the 
objectives of this study and items characteristics. Also, the wording and grammar of the 
items have been carefully examined to ensure that the scale is accessible to a wide range 
of the population, and therefore, can be easily used by other researchers as well as 
teachers. As a result, 18 items remained. For the content validity, it is highly 
recommended collecting relevant data from collaboration of experts (Messick, 1995; 
DeVellis, 2003). The 18 items were then examined by a panel of three experts and no 
item has been dropped. All three of these experts have experience in measurement and 
evaluation and lectures of political science. Furthermore, A pilot study has been 
conducted to evaluate to assess the psychiatric properties of TPS (i.e., validity and 
construct reliability) in a sample of 180 civic and international teachers. 

For the construct validity, Exploratory Factor Analysis (EFA) on the 18 items was 
conducted. Results revealed three interpretable factors: knowledge (6 items), attitudes (6 
items) and behaviour (6 items). Items loading more than ±0.40 were retained on the 
relevant factor, and items loading less than ±0.40 were omitted (Field, 2000). From the 
scree plot (figure 1) and the Kaiser-Guttman rule, factor analysis of results on the 18 
items indicated that three factors were interpretable. These three factor structure 
explained 52% of the total variance, with factor one contributed 28%, factor two 
contributed 16% and factor three contributed 8%. Table 1 illustrates detail of rotated 
component matrix and communalities of three factors along with their factor loadings and 
communalities.  
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Figure 1: Scree plot of TPA 
 

The reliability test of the scale was performed using Cronbach’s coefficient alpha 
with the criterion of being above 0.7 (DeVellis, 2003; Cronbach, 1951). The reported 

Table 1: Factor loadings and communalities of TPS 

Factors Item code Factors Communalities 1 2 3 

Knowledge 

K1 .59    
K2 .63    
K3 .70    
K4 .74    
K5 .82    
K6 .67    

Attitudes 

A1   .58  
A2   .76  
A3   .67  
A4   .52  
A5   .57  

Behavior 

A6   .63  
B1  .66   
B2  .72   
B3  .75   
B4  .69   
B5  .63   

 B6  .59   
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reliability (internal consistency) for knowledge, attitude and behavior subscales was 0.83, 
0.85 and 0.78, respectively. As such, TPR is reliable and valid. 

For the political knowledge subscale and political attitude subscale items, a self-
reported 5-point Likert scale (1 = Strongly Disagree, 2 = Disagree, 3 = Neutral, 4 = 
Agree, and 5 = Strongly Agree) was used to rate the agreement of each item. To assess 
political behavior subscale items, a frequency 5-point Likert scale (1 = Never, 2= Less 
than once a month, 3 = Once or twice a month, 4 = About once a week, 5 = At least once 
a day) was used since behavior is an observable variable. 

 
9. Results 

Prior to conduct the data anslysis, Exploratory Data Analysis (EDA) was 
performed to check missing values, errors, outliers, and the assumptions of Multivariate 
Analysis (MANOVA) 

To explore the teachers level of political awareness, means and standard 
deviations were extracted. Table 2 shows Teacher’s Political Awareness Profile, 
Behavior  has the highest mean score (Mean = 4.14, SD = .59), followed by attitudes 
(Mean = 3.72, SD = .60), and knowledge (Mean = 3.41, SD = .59). According to Birisci 
et. al., (2009), the interval width of 1 to 1.80 revealed very low level, the 1.81 to 2.60 
interval showed low level, the 2.61 to 3.40 interval showed moderate level, the 3.41-4.20 
interval showed high level and the 4.21-5.00 interval showed very high level of 
agreement with the item on the TPA scale. Accordingly, teacher’s political awareness 
ranges from high to very high level. 

 
Table 2: Teacher’s Political Awareness Profile 
Construct Number of 

Participants 
Mean Standard Deviation 

(SD) 
Knowledge 305 3.41 .59 
Attitudes 305 3.72 .60 
Behavior 305 4.14 .59 
 

To explore political awareness of males and female’s teachers, means and 
standard deviations were extracted. Table 3 shows means and standard deviations with 
respect to gender. As seen in the table 3, girls tended to have higher level of political 
awareness in comparisons with their counterparts in all political awareness dimensions. 
The results indicated that teacher’s political awareness ranged from moderate to very 
high level across gender.  
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Table 3: Means and Standard Deviation of Political Awareness With Respect to 
Gender 

Beliefs Gender Mean Standard Deviation 
Knowledge Female 

Male 
3.30 
3.48 

.59 

.59 
Attitudes Female 

Male 
3.69 
3.72 

.64 

.57 
Behavior Female 

Male 
4.07 
4.23 

.63 

.56 
 

To study the effect of gender on the three dimensions of political awareness, a 
one-way MANOVA was conducted. Wilks Lambda statistic was used to evaluate the 
multivariate significance. Results indicated that there is a significant impact of gender on 
the combined dependent variable (F(3,301) = 4.62, Wilks Lambda = .96, p = .005. As 
shown in Table 4, males scored significanty higher than females in knowledge F(1,303) = 
7.105, p < .05; behavior F(1,303) = 5.745, p < .05. There is no significant difference for 
both males and females in attitudes  F(1,303) = .829, p > .05). 

 
Table 4: Tests of Between-Subjects Effects (MANOVA Results by Gender) 
Source Dependent 

variable 
Type III Sum of 

Squares 
Df Mean 

square 
F-

value 
p-

value 
Gender Knowledge 88.94 1 88.94 7.11 .005 
 Attitudes 17.64 1 17.64 .83 .362 
 Behavior 74.94 1 74.94 5.75 .016 

 
Table 5 shows that the mean scores of political awareness with respect to socio-

economic status (SES). The results revealed that there are differences in teacher’s 
political awareness dimensions as a function of SES. Teachers in high level of SES 
scored higher than teachers in low and middle levels of SES, whereas, teachers in middle 
level of SES scored higher than teachers in low level of SES. The results indicated that 
the means of political awareness dimensions with respect to SES levels ranges from 
moderate to very high. 
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Table 5: Means and Standard Deviation of Political Awareness with Respect to 
Socio-Economic Status 
Political Awareness SES Mean Standard Deviation 

Knowledge 
 

Low 
Middle 
High 

3.23 
3.38 
3.65 

.54 

.59 

.62 

Attitudes 
 

Low 
Middle 
High 

3.50 
3.60 
4.01 

.67 

.53 

.48 

Behavior 
 

Low 
Middle 
High  

4.00 
4.14 
4.36 

.61 

.47 

.64 
 

 A one-way MANOVA was conducted to test the effect of SES on political 
awareness. Wilks Lambda statistic was used to evaluate the multivariate significance. 
Results indicated that there is a significant effect of SES on the combined dependent 
variable F(6,298) = 15.77, Wilks Lambda = .75, p = .000. In order to investigate on 
which dependent variables teachers in different group of SES differed in their political 
awareness, multivariate analyses of variance between groups was conducted. Results 
revealed that teacher’s political awreness differd significantly by SES.   
 
Table 6: Tests of Between-Subjects Effects (MANOVA Results by SES) 
Source Dependent 

variable 
Type III Sum of 

Squares 
Df Mean 

square 
F-

value 
p-

value 
SES Knowledge 214.12 2 107.06 8.82 .000 
 Attitudes 1022.88 2 511.44 28.38 .000 
 Behavior 302.67 2 151.34 12.27 .000 
 

Furthermore, Post hoc analysis (Scheffe’s test) was conducted to assess the 
significance of the mean differences in political awareness dimensions in different SES 
levels. Results revealed that: (1) teachers in the middle level of SES obtained a 
significantly higher mean score than teachers in the low level of SES for political 
knowledge, (2) teachers in the high level of SES obtained a significantly higher mean 
score than teachers in the low level of SES for attitudes toward political teachers in the 
high level of SES obtained a significantly higher mean score than teachers in the middle 
level of SES for political attitudes, and (3) teachers in the middle level of SES obtained a 
significantly higher mean score than students in the low level of SES for political 
behavior and teachers in the high level of SES obtained a significantly higher mean score 
than teachers in the middle level of SES for political behavior. In general, teacher’s 
political awareness are SES related. 

 
10. Discussion and Conclusion 

In this investigation, ex post facto design study was conducted to investigate the 
effects of gender and socio-economic status on teachers’ political awareness. Results 
revealed that civic and national teachers have had moderate to very high levels on 
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political knowledge, political attitudes, and political behavior. These results could be 
attributed to the current events in the Middle East (Arab spring) and follow-up 
developments in the Arab countries as a result of their impact, which earned them 
knowledge and positive trends towards understanding the reality and deal with it 
positively, and this is what we note through the high proportion of the skill component, 
and very high for the emotional component, and this is consistent with what has been 
confirmed. The results of the present study seem to be consistent with the results from 
past studies (e.g.,  Al-Moamary, 2014; Frazer & Macdonald, 2000). 

With respect to the gender, MANOVA results revealed that males had higher 
political knowledge and political behavior than their counterparts, whereas, males and 
females were similar in political attitudes. These results could be attributed to the status 
of women in society shaped by differences in social and economic resources, highlighting 
the socialization process that affects women's ability to seek political information and 
puts them at a disadvantage in exposure to public information. Structural factors provide 
the main advantage of men's political knowledge. Men tend to have greater political 
knowledge because of their higher incomes, but they also benefit from traditional 
structures of home life. For example, marriage positively affects men's political 
knowledge but not women's political knowledge, suggesting a support effect in which 
men benefit from women's domestic work. Married women tend to assume more 
responsibilities at home, preventing them from continuing access to political information. 
Married men are more likely to have higher levels of political knowledge than unmarried 
men. At the same time, the marital status does not affect women's political knowledge. 
This suggests that while material resources are important, disparities in family 
responsibilities also deserve attention, as women seem to support political knowledge of 
men. Thus, the gender gap in political knowledge exists, in part, as a result of unequal 
access to information for women. As a result of these differences in socioeconomic 
resources, women often experience a “double burden” of responsibility when they work 
outside the home and maintain their household duties The consequence of this double 
burden is that women have less free time to invest in learning about politics and are less 
likely to discuss political events that are not a priority (Inglehart & Norris 2003; Iversen, 
Torben, & Frances Rosenbluth, 2006). As a result of these differences in social and 
economic resources, women often face a "double burden" of responsibility when they 
work outside the home and retain their homework. The result of this double burden is that 
women have less free time to invest in learning about politics. They are less likely to 
discuss political events that are not a priority (Inglehart & Norris 2003; Iversen, Torben, 
and Frances Rosenbluth, 2006). 

To sum up, the results of the study showed that male teachers outperformed 
female teachers in political awareness, due to the following reasons; First: the 
socialization of women, where the customs and traditions focus on the role of women in 
the family, and neglect their multiple roles; Second: Men practice politics by engaging in 
political parties, while the number of women in Jordanian political parties is limited; 
Third: Reducing the nomination of females to represent parties and clans in 
parliamentary elections and other locations that need elections; Fourth: women are seen 
in political participation as subordination to their husbands in the elections, and lack of 
independence in decision-making; and Fifth: the lack of acceptance of society for the 
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work of women in political, and the difficulty women face in reconciling Her family and 
political responsibilities, and the weakness of women accept themselves to participate In 
political life 

MANOVA and Post hoc analysis revealed that teachers’ political awareness (i.e., 
political knowledge, political attitudes, and political behavior) was SES related.  
Furthermore, results from post hoc analysis indicated that if the SES level increase, 
teachers’ political awareness will increase. These results could be attributed to the 
following reasons: First:  participants weak economic activity does not enable them to 
rely on themselves to determine what is appropriate for them due to lack of financial 
resources, which prevents them from making decisions related to politics; Second: SES 
Equity is still far from being achieved in Jordan; Third: people in low level of SES will 
face obstacle in accessing information. These findings are consistent with some studies, 
such as, Al-Rawashdeh and Al-Arab (2016) found out a link between socio-economic 
situation and political awareness. 

 
11. Recommendations: 

 Based on the results of the study, we recommend the following: First: conduct further 
studies among teachers for other courses; Second: conducting some correlational studies 
such as the relationship between job satisfaction, teacher’s competence and political 
awareness; Third: conducting further studies on the relation of some demographic 
variables such as: age, educational level, geographical location, and qualification on 
political awareness. 
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